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FAT SHEEP.
AMr. C. H. Besley. The Olderfleet, Collins-street, Melbourne.

The number of Fats exhibited at the Show must be disap-
pointing to all concerned—in one or more classes there was only
one exhibit. In the Fat [Lamb Classes there were some extremely
prime lambs, the competition being restricted to the black face
crosses. The first prize in butchers’ and freezing lambs would
be hard to beat in any show. The three Shropshire cross wethers

R

Champion Merino Ram, ‘““Royal” Show, 1917.
Exhibited by Mr. Robert King.

gaining first awards in the Freezing Class were, in my opinion,
perfect. Neither in New Zealand nor in Australia have I ever
seen three more perfect sheep. The second prize sheep im
this class were very good; but badly matched.

In the Class for 5 Fat Wethers Most Suitable for Export,
the first card went to five Dorset Horns. They were a bit
coarse, but very prime. The second and third prize winners
were too uneven, two of the third prize ones should have been
in the second prize pen.
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In the Class for 3 Fat Crossbred \\ethers for Butchers, the
winners came an easy first. They were really three wonderful
sheep.  The second prize exhibit was’also good.

The judges held a meeting before starting judging, and
decided not to give reasons for the making of awards. This,
to my mind, was wrong. The show of sheep should be for
the education of the public, and the judges should give their
reasons for the awards. There will always be a variance of
opinion on the relative merits of different lots, especially where
the difference 1s very small, and it is fairer to the judge that his

Champion Merino Ewe, ‘“Royal’’ Show, 1917.
Exhibited by Mr. Robert King.

reasons should be before the people on a typed card over the
pen. 1 opposed the decision of the judges not to comply with
‘the Council’s. request, and still think that it should be a condition
in judging for the instruction of the public.

FLEECES.
Mr. H. Denison, 122 William-street, Melbourne,

I am pleased to report that this exhibit attracted more
interest than at any previous Show, there being 35 entries, com-
prising 70 fleeces. Considering the importance of the wool in-
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dustry to Australia, however, I should like to see a much larger
entrv, and greater interest taken in next year's exhibition.

Many classes were poorly represented, especially in those set
apart for the small grower with under 3000 sheep, only one
exhibit being received in the class for Merino rams’ tleeces, two
entries for Merino ewes' fleeces, and one entry for Crossbred
ewes’ or wethers’ fleeces. It is to be hoped these sections will
receive much better support next year.

The quality and condition of the fleeces shown were ex-
cellent. and in the open Merino classes a better exhibit of choice
Victorian Merino wool would be very hard to find.

In the Merino ewes’ fleeces section there were five entries,
the first prize going to two very bulky fleeces of strong combing
quality, showing excellent staple and character and of exceptionally
good vield. The weight of these two fleeces was a little over
30 lbs., and the value £2/12/1034. These were the two most
valuable fleeces 1in the Show, but only beat the total value of
the best Merino rams’ fleeces by 1%4d.

These two fleeces were of much finer quality, showing splendid
character and density, with good length of staple, the total
weight being 28 1bs. 9 oz., and the value £2/12/9%:. The con-
test 1n this section was a very close one, the second prize fleeces
working out at £2/12/2, followed by two fleeces valued at
£2/11/23%4, and two at £2/4/5%.

In the Farmers’ Merino Class (less than 3000 sheep), only
one entry was received, the two fleeces weighing 321bs. 3 oz,
value £1/16/11.

In the Class for Merino Ewes, there were only two entries
—the first prize two fleeces weighing 23 lbs. 614 oz., value
£1/10/4%. Both the rams’ and ewes’ fleeces showed very
good quality, but had to be heavily skirted for burr, which
reduced the value considerably.

In the Crossbred Section, the Lincoln fleeces easily came
first, both for heaviest and most valuable fleeces, the first prize
in. the rams’ class going to two fleeces showing splendid length
of staple, robust quality, and good lustre, weighing 51 lbs. 3 oz.,
value £2/6/9. |

In the Class for Ewes, 2 fleeces, weighing 40 Ibs. 12 oz,
value £1/18/774, came first, showing good lustre and pure type.

In order of value, two Romney rams’ fleeces, weighing
31 Ibs. 2 oz, came next at £1/17/9%4, big bulky fleeces of medium
quality showing plenty of character. |

Crossbred Ewe or Wether Fleeces (less than 3000 sheep).
two fleeces, weighing 22 Ibs. 2 oz., valued at £1/17/3%5, secured
the first award. These were of comeback type, bright, dense and
stylish, and very soft handling.
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In the open classes for Crossbred Ewe or Wether, two fleeces,
weighing 33 1bs. 1 oz., valued at £1/16/9V%, came first.  These
fleeces had good staple, light condition, and were of medium
quality.

The Down Rams’ fleeces weighed 24 lbs. 2 oz., and were
valued at £1/8/11)%. They were medium to fine quality, and
of good staple and condition.

The Leicester Ewes’ fleeces weighed 21 1bs. 8 0z. They were
valued at £1/5/10%%, and were of good length and medium
quality. |
Generally speaking, the Crossbreds were in excellent con-
dition and the fleeces shown were good types of the various
breeds, which they represented. _

The arrangements for handling the fleeces were excellent,
and thanks are due to Mr. E. P. Carter, of Goldsbrough,
Mort and Co., and Mr. F. Purnell and Mr. H. Clapson, of
the A.M.L. and F. Co. for their valuable assistance in skirting
and arranging the exhibits.

I should like to suggest that, next year, especially if there is
a larger entry, which 1 feel confident there will be, that it
be arranged to skirt and judge the fleeces the week previous
to the Show, and that three judges be appointed to skirt and
value. It would be a great convenience also if the fleeces could
be opened up and skirted, and placed at once in position where
they are to be on view to the public.

Regarding classes, I think it would be very much appre-
ciated if in the open Merino section a separate class was made
for Riverina fleeces; this would be a very interesting exhibit,
1f the leading breeders could be persuaded to send entries.

A very interesting exhibit (non-competitive) could also be
made of Crossbred fleeces showing the grading as required
under the scheme of Government appraising. If application
were made to the Central Wool committee for fleeces to show
the proper grading of Crossbred wool I feel sure that they would
be willing to lend the wool, and that the various brokers would
select and arrange the exhibit. = The selection would have to
be made, say, from January to March next vear.

SWINE.

BERKSHIRE, BRITISH LARGE BLACK AND POLAND
CHINA PIGS. |
Mr. Luke Williams, Moonah, Tasmania.

The entries in the Berkshire Classes totalled 229.  The
quality throughout was good, notwithstanding the large entries.
I noticed a marked improvement in pigs generally in all classes.
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In the Class for Boars over 15 months, there were g en-
tries. The winner of the first prize and the Championship
was “Brigadier.” an exceptionally well proportioned boar, well
grown, and well marked, a typical Derkshire, though shown
slightly over-fat.

The second prize-winner followed closely. The third prize
boar was a good bodied pig, but had too much snout. There
were other 11011 class pigs not in show condition, owing prob-
ably to stud dut1eb preventing their being brought out at their
best.

Champion Berkshire Boar, ‘* Royal’” Show, 1917.
‘““BRIGADIER” (1107), exhibited by Thomas Bros.

There were 24 entries of Boars 15 to 6 months of age. The
first prize and Reserve Championship winner is a well grown
high-class boar. = The second, third and V.H.C. were good
ammals and well brought out.

For Boars under 6 months there was a strong class of
64 entries containing many superior pigs. The first prize winner,
415 months old, was a fine quality animal! shown at his best.
The second prize exhibit was well developed and of high class, but
was hardly in Show condition. \With attention, he should be
heard of in future. The winner of the third prize was well pro-
portioned, but lacked condition. There were other fine pigs,
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but some were unfortunate enough to cough badly while I was
examining them, and T passed them 1n consequence.

Nine sows with litters were shown. They were a good
lot of sows, the litters varied in numbers and quality, The first
prize was a good lot of 13.  The second and third well
deserved therr prizes.  Litters are allowed up to 10 weeks
of age. Many sows wean their young at eight weeks, thus
great care 1s required in deciding in this class, so as not to do
an mjustice to a genuine entry. The winning litter was & weeks
4 days old, and it was 3 hours before I had proof of their
suckling. but | was pleased to know that the delay in judging
them proved the genuineness of the exhibit. '

Champion Berkshire Sow, ‘‘Royal’”’ Show, 1917.
‘“ PENDENNIS AGNES” (1418), exhibited by Messrs. Thomas Bros.

There were 15 Sows over 15 months. The first and Cham-
pion was exceptionally good all round, and a typical sow to
breed from, having 12 teats. The second prize went to a
choice sow with 14 teats, but being over 4 years old, she was past
her prime. The third prize sow was a beautifully built animal, but
had only ten teats. Many breeders argue that 10 1s enough
in any litter. That may be, but sows with 12 and 14 teats
will produce 10 and 12 young ones, while a 10 teated sow is

apt to have only 6 or &
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There were 45 entries in the Class for Sows 15 months to
6 months. The first and Reserve Champion i1s a typical
Berkshire of great promise. The second, third, and commended
were very fine exhibits.

Sixty-three Sows under 6 months were penned. The prize
winners were superior pigs of great merit. The difference of
one to two months in the ages placed many of the younger
sows at a disadvantage.

BRITISH« LARGE BLACK.

One tvpical sow of mature growth and well proportioned
well deserved first prize, although she was the only entry in
this class.

POLAND -CHINA.

Two sows, fairly well proportioned in the bodies (the first
one much the better) were shown. Their heads and ears were
not typical of the breed, being more inclined to the British Large
Black type.

YORKSHIRES AND TAMWORTHS.
Mr. D. Stewart, Trafalgar.

I found the Yorkshires, on the whole, a really good section,
but not quite up to the all round quality of 1914, when | judged
previously. In the aged boars the winner stood out in his class,
also winning the Championship easily. The second prize boar
was a good all round pig.

The boars under 15 months was a good class. The first prize
pig won easily, but there was not much dividing second and
third. In the class for six.months’ boars, the winner was
a good pig, but the second and third were only fair. This class
tailed off considerably.

The sows and litters were not up to the usual standard.
The winning litter was an exception, being well got up, age
right, and altogether a fine lot; the sow herself failed a little,
but the litter carried her through. The second prize sow was
a first-class pig. but the litter was disappointing.
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The entry m the aged sow class was small, the winner was
a fair pig, but there were none of any special merit.

The winner in the class for 15 months’ sows I consider
one of the best that has come under my notice. She won easily
in the class, and also stood out for the Championship. This was
a large class, with a number of good pigs.

The six months’ sows was a very big class, rather difficult
to judge on account of the number in the pens. The winner
is the making of a fine sow, and won easily. There was not

Champion Yorkshire Boar, ‘' Royal'’ Show, 1917,
“COMMANDER” (639), exhibited by Mr. G. H. Smith.

much dividing a number of others, but the quality fell away
considerably at the end.

Tamworths, with one exception, that of the aged boar,
were a poor lot. This class does not increase in numbers,
despite what we hear about their quality as baconers.

In the LLarge Yorkshires, there was not much between the
first and second prize-takers, both being nice sows. They, like
the Tamworths, do not go ahead, being outclassed by the Middle
York in popular favour.
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Champion Yorkshire Sow, ‘‘ Royal’” Show, 1917.
*"BOOKIE GLEE ” (895), exhibited by Dookie Agricultural College.

POULTRY.
MALAYS, GAME AND BANTAMS.
Mr. C. W. Dickens, Latrobe Terrace, Geelong West.

The Malays were more numerous than I have seen them for
some time, and the quality has improved greatly on that of
recent years. Amongst the exhibits this year there were some
high-class birds.

The Indian Game exhibits were not nearly so good as have
been shown, although the winning cock and hen were
two good birds, the cock being a very massive bird, standing
well on his legs, having also a good body and head, while the
hen was also a nice bird, well laced and showing plenty of size
and good bone. The young birds were a poor lot, excepting the
winning pullet, that stood well out from all the others.

The Old English Game classes made a fine display, and
the winning birds were real beauties, very solid in body, and
splendid in carriage and feather. I am surprised that they are
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not used more by farmers and others who breed fowls for
the table. as there is no breed of fowls that will give the same
quality of flesh and plumpness of body as they do.

The Modern or British Game has improved. The birds
shown in the Black Red Cock classes were equal to anything
shown a few years ago when they were the pride of the fancy.

The Bantams were a good lot, especially the game classes.
The Dlack red cock was a beauty, showing plenty of reach, good.
long head, and well set tail. In the “Any Other Variety” classes
there were some splendidly laced seebrights shown; also some
very good silkies. In fact, as a Bantam class, [ have rarely
seen better birds.

OTHER VARIETIES OF POULTRY.
Mr. P. Briggs, Chesterville-road, Moorabbin.

Of the many breeds I had the honour of judging the Barred
Plymouth Rock stood out as of exceptional quality, the winning
cock being about faultless.  The hen, cockerel and pullet were
somewhat deficient in size, but made up for this by good type,
colour and markings.

The White Rocks were very few in number, but of good
quality.

Silver Dorkings made a fine entry, the competition being very
close, the winners scoring principally on type. I would remind
breeders to keep in view the necessity of having length and depth
of bodv. Houdans were in strong force, and created great in-
terest amongst the visitors; it i1s a hne table variety, and always
attractive, '

Favorelles and [.angshans were few, but good. Both breeds
are ideal table varieties, and deserve better support.

Famburgs, both in Black, Silver-Spangled and Golden Pen-
cilled. made a capital display, and the winners well deserved their
positions.

In any other variety, a good pair of Golden Polish. and an-
other of Silkies, made up, amongst others, a very interesting class.

The farmers’ classes included many high-class birds, which
orovided a good opportunity to buyers of choice stock for a
moderate outlav. |

In conclusion, T would strongly recommend every effort be-
ing made to provide against the pens being in double tiers, as it is
quite impossible for judges to do full justice to the exhibits un-
der such conditions.
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TURKEYS, GEESE., AND DUCKS.
Mr. J. W. Pickstock, 313 Albion-street, Brunswick.

As I took a preliminary view of the work 1 had to do, 1 was
first struck by the numbers 1 had to judge; secondly, by the
splendid arrangements that had been made.

The numbers far exceeded any other show of the season, and
notwithstanding the lateness of the season, quality was the most
noticeable feature. Throughout there was keen competition, and
it was hard to part many of the exhibits, especially in the Mos-
covy and Rouen Ducks. In Aylesburys the winner was a splen-
did specimen of a drake. tvpical head and beak, fine keel. and
evenly balanced.

The winners in the voung classes were really good birds, hav-
mg good length and depth.

- The Rouen ducks were of great size, having fine keel, good
colour and plumage. The winning drake was also a fine bird,
but weak in keel.

The class for Pekins was a good one, both in numbers and
quality.  The winner in the old class was a fine drake, of great
size, good type and carriage. This bird also won the Blue Rib-
bon, for the best duck in the show. .

The winner in the Old Duck Class was a fine bird, with a
beautiful penguin carriage and fine colour.

Buffs were not numerous. The winners in both classes were
very good birds, and in splendid condition, but were faulty in
wings, showing white flights.

There were fine entries in the Muscovy classes, and there was
some trouble in- judging them. In drakes, there was not much
between first and second.  The feathers of these birds were
faultless.  The same applied to the ducks. The Runners pro-
vided a fine class, and there were some typical birds shown, espe-
cially the winning drake. He was the best I have seen for
many years. He had a beautiful penguin carriage, good head
and beak, fine in neck, and fine feather markings. The winning
duck was good in feathers, but faulty in carriage. The winning
White Runners were typical birds. My advice to our boys who
have returned from the front and have a fancy for poultry is to
try the Runners. If properly managed they will more than
pay their way. They are the best layers of all poultry, are
hardy, and less liable to disease of any kind, and cost very little
to house.

Turkeys were not numerous. but size and quality was well
represented. Two fine Bronzewings were shown that would be
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hard to beat for size and feathers. Their beautiful colours were
bevond description,

The geese classes were small in numbers.

In the Farmers’ Trio Classes, ducks were fairly represented
as to numbers, but the ¢«hibits were only of medium quality.

FANCY PIGEONS.
Mr. W G. Anderson, 3 Vickery-street, East Melbourne.

All the birds were well staged, and properly looked after.
The quality right through the classes was better than ever before.

My duties as judge were made lighter by reason of the fact
that [ had a capable and methodical steward.

NON-SPORTING DOGS.

Mr. Do Y. Rennte, Australian Bui'ldings, Elizabeth-street,
: Melbourne.

Only one Newfoundland Dog was benched. He was of
fair quality, and size, but faulty in colour of markings.

Two good St. Bernard Dogs were shown, of very equal
qualitv.  The winner scored in head and character; the other
dog having the better hody and tail carriage.

The winning Great Dane Dog is a fair black, beating the
second, a Black and White, in head qualities; but the winning
Bitch was the best Great Dane in the Show—a typical Black and
White, of great size and character. One of the best Great
Danes I have handled in Australia.

The Bulldogs were large classes, and a good level lot.  The
Champion Dog is well known, a dark brindle, full of bulldog
character. His chief defect is a slight lack of width in his pre-
tace.  The second dog might have won on head points, but was
beaten in body and character.  Several other good bulldogs
were close up to the winners. | |

In Bitches, the winner scored easily, being superior all
through, and full of character. _

Collies were also large classes of good quality dogs. In the
class tor Dogs, the Champion stood out, having a nice length of
nead, with good ears, eyes and expression; but there was keen
competition amongst three or four dogs for second honours,

Among the Bitches. the winner came from-the same kennels,
but onlyv just scored over a good level class.  She has a nicely
chiselled head. with well filled-in foreface, and was in good con-

dition and coat.



Kelpies and Cattle Dogs were numerous, but a very nuxed
lot indeed in size _\pe and colour.

In the classes for Dachshunds, only one Dog and one Ditzhy
were shown. both typical black and tan specimens.

A good nu‘nhtn of White Tov Poodles were shown ol fair

quality.  The winnmg Dog was a small, short backed Dog, with
a good coat and colour. The Ch iampion Bitch was also a typieal

specimen, but only just scored from several others m the class.

Pomeranians were large classes, the winning Dog being a
particularly good sable in oood coat and a uice size.

n l,ntdle.\. a good short-backed Dlack Ditch scored over the
coloured ones, aud won well.

[n the classes for Chocolate or Brown Pomeranians, two
dogs were entered that hardly conformed to the colour standard,
being really sable, and should have been entered m the classes
tor “any other colour.”

Only one Pug of each sex was entered, both black.  The
Dog was a particularly good one, although showing signs of age
[Me was exceptionally good in head qualitiex,

Altogether the non-sporting dogs were a good lot, comprising
the best of the various breeds in Victoria,

The judging rings were a big improvement, and I must
thank an excellent steward for his services and assistance.

SPORTING DOGS.
Mr. Robert Dodds, 605 Armstrong-street, Ballarat.

The Deerhounds were good specimens.

The Borzois werce few in number. The winning Dog and
Bitch were both typical of the breed.

The Grevhounds were also few in number. The winning
Dog was a good greyhound, and well shown. The winning
Bitch was light in bone, but otherwise a fair specimen.

Pointers made a good class.  The winning Dog, which was
nicely balanced and well shown, won easily. The second dog
was showing his age.

The Champion Bitch has a nice, clean neck and shoulders,
also good bone. legs and feet. The second prize Bitch was too
fat.

English Setters made two good classes.  The winning Dog
and Bitch were both good, and well shown.

The Gordon Setters were few in number, but well shown,
and of good quality.
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The Irish Setters made three good classes. The winning
Dog had plenty of liberty. The second dog was rather on the
cobby side.

Two nice Irish Setter Puppies were shown; both were well
grown, and of good colour.

Retrievers were few in number, but of good quality.

The only Ifield Spaniel exhibited was a poor specimen, un-
worthv of any award. -

Cocker Spaniels made good classes. The winning Dog and
Bitch both stood out on type.

TERRIERS.
Mr. P W. Stokes, 414 Dryburgh-street, North Melbourne,

The Terrier Classes were all very well filled, and some good
specimens were benched. The winner in the Smooth I'ox
Terrier Dog Class was a very nice- sized terrier, with good legs,
feet and bone, a little bossy in shoulder, and inclined to fly his
ears, but \’Vlth plenty of character, and nice body and carriage.
He would be better if he were flatter over the eye; his eves, w hml
are light now, look prominent. In Smooth Bitches, the winner
was a good typical specimen, good depth of brisket. nice front.
good legs and feet, nice eye, a little thick 1 skull, and a shade
long in body, otherwise very nice.  She was the best terrier in
the Show.

The winning Irish Terrier Dog had a good front an( straight
legs, but bad feet. He wins in coat, and has nice sloping shoul-
ders. He 15 good in character, but shows signs of age.

A nicely balanced bitch won in the IFemale Class.  She is
one of those good all-round sorts, nice expression, grand frount,
neck and sloping shoulders, good bone, legs and feet.  She was
also put down 1n tip-top show condition.

Airedale Terriers were not up to the quality exhibited at
metropolitan shows generally, but the winning exhibit stood out
from the rest.  The winning Bull Terrier Dog is a real good-
boned one, nice body, front, legs and feet, and was very muscu-
lar, a little too square in the muzzle, and showing too much lip.
The winning Bitch is of the right type, good head, eye, nice
muzzle, good bone and front.

Australian Terriers, with one or two exceptions, are going
off in quality.  The majority benched were lacking in type and
colour.  The winning Dog has a smart head, good length of
bedy, legs not as straight as one would like; coat was ilue and
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‘tan, but very soft, and shown in nice condition.  In Bitches, the
winner was oi the right tvpe, fair head. best coated and colour.

In the Sandy DBitch Class, the winner 1s a nice tvpical sandy,
~with good, hard coat and colour, fair head, good hody, legs and
feet; the best I have seen for some years.

In the other sections of Terriers, there were no cutstanding
specimens to note,

PRODUCE.
MAIZE.
Mr. H. James, Orbost.

Maize exhibits of shelled grain were small, but gcod.  The
Airst prize Yellow Dent Maize was clean, well matured, and in
good condition. It was a good type of maize, with wecll-de-
veloped germ. .

The frst prize I'lint Maize was also clean, sound, well
matured, and, on the whole, a good sample of maize.

The exhibits of Cobs were not very good. The first prize
.exhibit mcluded a few good cobs, but others were apparently
seiected baphazard, without regard to necessity for keeping to a
distinct type.

In selecting cobs, they should be as near cylindrical m shape
as possible, tapering very little from butt to tip.  Grain shou'd
be well and closely packed in cobs, which should be well filled at
tips and butts.  The condition of grain in the first prize exhibit
was good on the whole, being mostly well matured.

After the judging was finished, some exhibits arrived, hut
could not be dealt with.  These were good, very much better
ihan any of the prize-takers.

FARM PRODUCE, EXCEPT CEREALS AND
POTATOES.

Mr. James George, Ascot Vale.

No doubt through bad weather in the hay-making last
season, the Chaff was not up to the usual standard. There was
aniple room for improvement in Lucerne Chaff, where only two
eXibits were staged.  The inducements offered in the Hav
(lasses were encouraging, but good hay has been <carce this
seasen, owing, I think, to the mice plague and bad weather at the
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Larvest-ime. This probably-accounts for so few exhibits being
displayed.

These classes should bring forward more competition, for
the amounts offered in prizes are exceedingly liberal.

The exhibits of Root Crops were deserving of zreat credit,
e vegetables being particularly good.

POTATOES.
Mr. W. H. Maine, 452 I‘linders Street, Aelbourne.

I am pleased to say that there was a marked increase in the
number of exhibits and a gratifying improvement all round in
the potatoes shown this year. Some classes were particularly
large. There were very many Carmen exhibits, and the samples
were so uniformly good that it was difficult to make an award.
In the Mixed Classes there was also a noticeable improvement,
some of the red skins, in particular, being about as good a sample
as has been seen for years. Altogether, this section made a very
creditable display, as it certainly should, in view of the fact that
Victoria is the chief producing State for potatces.

However, there is still room for improvement, a number
of the districts which should have shown potatoes did not make
a single entrv. [ have taken a note of these, and before the
Show comes on next year [ will endeavour to stir up some of
the growers to send samples forward, and get them, if possible,
to take more interest in the Show,

As Victoria depends largely upon the export trade, it would
perhaps be worth considering as to whether a special prize might
not be offered for the best sample bag of potatoes suitable for
export. This would tend to educate growers as to the class and

size most suitable.

FRUITS, PICKLES. SAUCES, VEGETABLES, AND
ROOTS. |

AMr. J. Millburn, “Toora,” Keilor.

On entering the Agricultural [Hall the first sight that meets.
one’'s eye is the collection of exhibits from the Bacchus Marsh
and Whittlesea Societies.  IForgetting that cool stores are in
existence, one would ask himself the question, “What's the
month of the vear? It cannot surely Dbe the last week in Sep-
tember. It must be March or April!”  The very high standard
of the fresh fruits exhibited gave the impression that tie ex-
hibits were picked from the trees the day before arriving at the
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Show-grounds.  The varieties exhibited by Bacchus Marsh ana
Whittlesea Societies have never been seen to better advantage at
aity previous Show.  The size, colour, and quality gave a strik-
ing effect of brilliancy.  The bottled fruits were excellent, and
made a great display. 1 would advise beginners to get in toucn

with the ladies of these Societies if they desire to learn thoroughiv
the art of preserving fruit in such a highly creditable manner.
Dried Fruits. although not largely exhibited, were of fine quality
and appearance.  Honey was well represented, and of fine
quality.  Pickles and Sauces made a good display, and werce of
‘th2 best tvpe.  The Vegetables right through were the best aver
exhibited, especially the Potatoes.  These, both in quality and

quantity, were of great merit,

GRAINS, FODDER, AND POTATOES.
(State School Section).
Mr. J. 1. Refshange, Agricultural High School, Ballarat.

IFewer exhibits were shown in the Grain Classes than in pre-
vious years; but in all cases they were up to the standard of ex-
cellence attamed to by exhibitors in the past.  The neglect shown
by exhibitors in giving the information on the cards attachaod to
‘the exhibits still prevailed.

In all cases, the exhibits of I'odder were well prepared, and
‘well set up; but whether due to the season or not, they were 15t
on the whole as well grown.  More particularly docs this remark
.apply to Maize and Millets.

In the section for Potatoes, there was a falling off hoth in
‘the number of exhibits and in their quality. I found in several
-cases exhibits were incorrectly named.

FORAGE AND ROOT CROPS, GRASSES, CLLOVERS,
HOXNEY, AND FLAX,
(State School Section).
Mr. J. P. McLennan, School of Horticulture, Burnley.

There were few entries in the classes for Forage and Roots,
-and no really good specimens were shown. Some were of fair
-quality, considering that they were raised by school children.

There were some excellent collections of (Grasses, Clovers,
and Lucernes. Useful imported and indigenous Grasses were
‘included, and the notes attached were educative.
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Only one entry of Honey was on view.

Of the four or five entries of I'lax, two were very good; the
various stages m the growth and the treatment of Flax were
well shown.

Explanatory notes on the treatment of the crops, etc., should:
be attached to every exhibit.

Although the total number of entries was small on account:
of thie uncertainty concerning the inclusion of the section and
of the activity of the teachers and pupils in raising funds for
patriotic purposes, this section is well worth retaining in the
schedule, as it ought to serve to encourage the schools to con-
tinue the good work in the Agricultural Plots,

CHEESE.

AMr. P. H. Suter, Department of Agriculture, Adelaide,
South Australia.

The Cheese exhibits were well staged, and all presented a
nice, neat and attractive appearance. The Export Class, taken
collectively, certainly proved that an ideal article can be manu-
factured for oversea markets. Omne or two exhibits were of
weak body, which, on being cut up for sale, has the disadvantage
of drving up quickly.

A considerable quantity of the Cheese (taking all classes into
consideration) went to show that the greatest defect was opemn
body; this was regrettable, as every cheese-maker knows that:
this defect can be avoided by Dbringing more skill and better
judgment to bear on the manufacture.

This openness to such an extent, which constitutes a fault in
finest cheese, is due to lack of sufficient development of acidity i
the curd to secure a nice mellowness and plasticity before going
to press, and to some extent faulty pressing.

It is, of course, well known that some curds will not make-
close cheese under ample pressure. I am of opinion that the-
trouble often arises from mistaking the flakiness and softness
( due to a Iittle extra moisture, or an unusually high temperature)
for a sign of proper maturity.

‘lakiness, or that condition of the curd, when it can be
separated into layers, is more or less a mechanical result, arising
from tie flattening out of the curd, owing to the tendency to:
spread. whien piling of the curd obtains, a tendency which is in-
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creased by extra moisture or heat.  The maintaining of a high
temperature for too long, and mistaking the resulting softness for
proper mellowness, will make a cheese, which is open, rather
inclined to be corky, and loose.

The first prize exhibit in the Export Class possessed a nice,
close body, with a smooth texture, even in colour and clean
flavour, good rinds, clean surface, and also presented a work-
manlike finish.

In the class for Cheese not over 4 months, too great a per-
centage was not of clean flavour, pomnting to defective milk
supply.

Other exhibits were flat in flavour, due to insufficient acidity
cr off starters; the colour, with few exceptions, was good.

In the class for Cheese over 6 months old, the Havour in
most of the exhibits was clean and good, and the texturc was
firm and mellowy, with nice, silky body. Two of the exhibits
were verv faulty in colour, and loose in texture.

l

The first and second prize Cheese, in the various classes, was
of good flavour, texture and finish, and the greatest defects found
in the other cheese generally may be set down as—texture, open ;
body, weak, pasty, corky; colour, cloudy and mottled.

BUTTER.
Mr. P. J. Carroll, 605 Flinders-street, Melbourne.

It was a pleasure to officiate as judge in the Butter Section.
The facilities provided in the new building were satisfactory, with
one exception; this was the close proximity of the fruit and
vegetable exhibits.  The odours arising from those exhibits
would have a tendency to nullify the natural aroma of the butter,
and thus render the judging more difficult. T did not, however,
suffer any inconvenience, but would suggest that, if it were prac-
ticable, the judging might be done on the Monday preceding the
Show, or early on the Tuesday morning, before the exhibits of
vegetables were staged. It is suggested also that the Cheese and
Butter exhibits should be separated by a partition.

The entries of Factory Dutter showed a very substantial
increase in numbers, though there is still room for improvement
in this respect.  The quality of the Export Class was well up
to the standard of previous years. Some factory managers,
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however, still fail to appreciate the importance of correct manu-
facture and get-up of their butter, and, as a consequence, lose
poimnts under those headings.

The Print and I'resh Powdered Classes were very irregular
n quality, and many of the makes did not do full justice to the
factories they represented. Here, again, strong evidence of
carelessness in manufacture was apparent, few of the exhibits
Leing free from manufacturing defects.

Dairy-made Butter was poorly represented, and, with one
or two exceptions the quality was inferior,

The following are the details of the points awarded :—

ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SHOW, 1917

SECTION 52. DAIRY PRODUCE
CLass 972.—Salt Butter suitable for export in one box

No. of Points

Exhibit No. Flav. Tex. Con. Total Remarks

4648 45 30 20 95 light mottle

4649 41 30 20 91 Free moisture

4650 43 30 20 93

4651 41 30 20 91

4652 41.5 30 20 91.5 Slight mottle

4653 42 30 20 92

4654 42.5 30 20 92.5

4655 44 30 19 93

4656 43 30 19 92 Excess salt, free,
moisture, bleached

' surface

4658 43.5 30 20 93.5

4659 44 30 19.5 93.5

4660 44 30 20 94 Poor finish

4661 44.5 30 20 94.5

4662 " 445 30 20 94.5

4563 43 30 20 93

4664 42 30 20 92

CLass 973.—Salt Butter. Box of Print or Roll Butter, 25 1bs.

4665 45 30 20 95
4666

4667 45.5 30 20 95.5
4668 46 30 20 96
4669 38 30 20 88
4670 4] 30 20 91
4671

4672 44 30 20 94
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Crass 974 —Box of 56lbs. in one lump (without private mark.)
Fresh Powdered Butter suitable for local trade.

No. of Points

‘Exhibit No. Flav. Tex. Con. Total. Remarks.

4873 42 30 20 92 '

4674 43 30 20 93

4675 42 30 20 92

4676 41 30 18 89 Mottled, milky

4677 43 30 20 93

4678

4679 42 30 19 91 Cloudy, moist

4680

4681 39 30 20 89 Sour flavour

4682 45.5 30 20 S 98,8

4683 41 30 20 91 »

4684 39 30 19 S8 Mottled like old
butter

4685 40 30 20 90

4686

4687 ) 45 30 20 95

4688 96.5

4639 39 30 19 88 Bad get-up

4690 46.5 30 20 96.5

4691 :

4692 42 29 19 90 Loose body, milky
free moisture

-4693 39 30 20 89 Foreign flavour and
aroma

4694 43 30 19 92 I‘ree moisture

CrLass 975.—Powdered Butter (Slbs.). Powdered with salt as usually
sent to market (without print or private mark), one picce or several.
Factory made butter is not eligible for competition in this class.

4695 40 30 20 90
4696 44 30 20 94
4697 42 30 20 92
4698 39 30 20 89
-4699 39 30 20 89

BACON, HAMS, LARD, AND EGGS.
Mr. Thomas Main, Parklea, via Dlacktown, N.S.\W.

The bacon, hams, lard, and eggs, though numerically
less than three years ago, more than made up the denciency by
‘the excellent quality of each exhibit, with perhaps the exception
-of the eggs.  These were not up to Show standard.  The hams
which scored first award were the choicest I have ever been called
upon to cut in any show.  They showed quality right through.
The right class of pig was selected. This is a sure foundation
to build upon to procure the article so desired.  These hams
-were perfect in shape; the mixture of fat through the lean, which
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denotes good feeding ; the colour, firmness, smoking, and flavour
were all that could be desired.  To obtain this special flavour..
the ham must be well matured by age. On the other hand,.
should a rasher ham be required, it should be milder and newer.

The second prize was a very fine ham, and gave the first.
man a good run, but lost points in quality of pig and also in.
Havour and smoking.  The third had a great go for second.
place. and was beaten in smoking, it being too dark. Every little:
detail counts in point judging. The Novice Class in hams was.
very creditable—a great improvement on former years, but
lacked principally in the get up. What I have said regarding.
hams applies to the bacon, sides, flitches, and rolls, with the ex-
ception that the curer who scored second in hams lost in bacon.
and rolls, principally on account of his exhibits bemng too fat..
[t 1s welil that curers should remember that they cannot win in
hams and bacon with the same class of pig. In judging this
section, one has always to remember which exhibit is of the most
commercial value. The lard exhibits were good in some cases,
especially the first and second prize-winners; the latter was only
beaten on colour.

In conclusion, T must congratulate the Victorian pig-breeders
on the class of pig they turn out, and also the bacon curer on the
finished article. I have handled meat from the best curers of
Iingland, Ireland, and Denmark, and consider that the exhibits at
the last Melbourne Show would be hard to beat in any part of
the globe. :

WINES.

Messrs, W, W, Senior, ¢/o Matthew Lang and Co., 57 Market-
street, Melbourne; C. Cole, Geringhap-street, Geelong; and
W. E. Lillie, ¢/o Curcier, Adet and Co., William-street, Mel-
bourne,

No fault can be found with the support given by the trade
to this section, and viewed as a whole, it may be said that the
high standard expected here was well maintained.

There was nothing of outstanding merit among the 1917
wines. The average quality, however, was good, and some ex--
hibits from Geelong district were particularly pleasing, notably
Cabernet Sauvignon, which was awarded the first place in its.
ass. |

The classes for matured wines attracted good entries, and
no better opportunity is to be found by which those interested can
sce a collection so representative of the best that 1s produced im

a
cl
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Australia.  The comment on the old bottled wines made last
yvear may be repeated. \While very many neat wines were pre-
sented, there was a noticeable absence of anything showing the
development of the bottled character which a few years ago was
such a feature in this class.  Some excellent wines of the Port
and Sherrv tvpes were submitted, especially the Sherry. Critictss
ing this generally admirable class, fault may be found with the
extreme dryness of all the exhibits.  1f the makers would study
the Spanizh wines, they would find that no matter how dry taey
may be. there is alwavs a mellowness and round character which
15 very pleasing. ’

There were no Sparkling Wines shown this year, and th
Brandy Class had but two entries,

There was submitted for the jjudges’ opinion an admirah'c
collection of wines made at the Rutherglen Viticulture College:
from new varieties of vines introduced by Mr. I'. de Castella, the
Government viticulturist.  The collection as a whole was tested
with considerable interest. the most noticeable features being a.
great variety of distinct types, a cleanness or freedom from
earthy taste, and a lightness or freshness which makes it most
probable that the introduction of several of these new varieties,
cach, of course, in its proper place, would lead to distinct 1m-
provement mn the quality and class of many of the types of wine’
we now produce.

HORTICUILTURE.
Mr. G. Cooper, Alexandra Gardens, Melbourne.

In response to your request for a brief report in connectior
with my judging of Pot Plants at the recent Show, I have tue
honour to state that the competition in that section, although small
ana largely confined to one exhibitor, was highly satisfactory.
The plants, on the whole, were on the small side, but were well
grown and healthy,

I was particularly impressed by the show of Orchids, Palms.
and Aspidistras,  The last-named were particularly good.
“Window Box" was also an excellent exhibit, while that of threc
Palms and Cycads was also most attractive. To each of these:
displays [ awarded first prize.  The exhibit of Rhododendrons
and Azaleas was such that I did not feel justified in awarding
anything higher than second prize, inasmuch as the plants were
young and small, although I must state they werce nicely Howere:l,
considering their age and size.
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APICULTURE,
My, Thomas Dolton, Hamilton,

The scarcity of Honey entries was partly due to the heavy
losses in the business owing to the Rutherglen fly during the last
two seasons.  Another reason 1s that many of the younger men
are now ‘“engaged” overseas.

The fact that two hona fide country exhibitors figured on the
prize list this vear will perhaps tend to increase the interest n
tlis section at future Shows.

WOMEN'S INDUSTRIES.
PLAIN AND FANCY NEEDLE WORK.

Mrs. Harvey Smith, Woodside, Upper Beaconsheld.

Taking the exhibits in this section as a whole, there was a
great improvement all round.  The work was carried out with
the greatest of accuracy, and was of a much higher standard than
at previous Shows.  Beautiful work was shown in the collection
of PPlain and I'ancy Needlework,

I was pleased to see so many entries in designs for Needle-
work.  Just now, when we find it so difficult to secure designs
from abroad, this particular industry ought to be encouraged.
I nearly every class, I found more entries, especially in prac-
tical articles,-such as Blouses and Trousseau Sets. These were
01 specially high standard, and the awarding of prizes was most
dithcult.  Ladies’ sets of Underclothing were carried out most
faithfully in style and workmanship.  Millinery showed much
1mprovement on that of previous years. The classes for But-
tonholes on Linen and Tweed were very well filled, and good
work was shown. I am rather surprised to see year after year
cuch a poor response in the class for Infants’ Outht.  There is
so much scope here, and I know what lovely work some women
«do.  Why they do not avail themselves of this competition 1
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cannot understand.  There was almost a total absence of l.ace.
I should sav the average woman fnds this takes roo much e
when one is so busy making comforts for the soldiers.

The Crochet Afternoon Tea Cloths were of specially high

guality, and some beautiful designs were shown.

D’Oylevs, Crochet. Embroidery, Pen  Pamting, and l.ace
were all carried out most daintilv.  llere one felt that more than.
one exhibitor deserved a first prize.

Some beautitul Mount Mellick Work was shown 1 Ded-
spreads and Table Covers, |

[ was sorry to see such a falling off in the competition for
One \Woman's Work, there being only one exhibit this year. This
exhibitor deserved high praise, and it was a pity she had no com-
petition.

[ must not forget to mention the great improvement in the-
work of Embrotdered Handkerchiefs and Initials on Handker-
chiefs.  Not only were these classes better filled, but the work of
some was excellent,

ARTS,
Mrs. Theo. Anderson, Temple Court, Collins-street, Melbourne..

[ noticed a vast improvement in the Art Work., [ think
that the raising of the prize-money has had a great deal to do
with it. It is now getting noised abroad that there 1s such a
thing as an Art Section at the Show, and I anticipate greater
support next year. I was sorry to see no Water Colours exhi-
bited. The Wood Carving was exceedingly good.

RED CROSS DIVISION.
Mrs. D. A. Skene, 58 Caroline-street, South Yarra.

The work in the Sets of Soldiers’ Underclothing was excel-
lent, but the same fault was noticeable in all the day shirts, which
were not cut according to the directions in the Red Cross Booklet.
These require a sloping shoulder, with a yoke. ~ All the shirts put
in for competition were cut without a seam on the shoulder, and.
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quite straight. I should like more attention paid to the condi-
tions.

Tussore Shirts were all good samples, but one collar was
too straight.

Amongst the I'lannel Shirts, very good work was shown, but
.all had the faulty shaping.

The Tussore Undershirts were good.

Buth exhibits in the class for IFlannel Undershirts were good,
‘but on the second prize shirt all the seams were on the wrong
<1de.

1The Ilannel Underpants showed excellent work, and better
~haping was noticeable n this section.

In the class for Ilannel Pyjamas, the first prize garment had
very good mneedlework, but the shape was not according to the
Red Cross pattern.  The second prize shape was correct, but the
sewing not so good. '

Only one Cholera Belt was exhibited, but this was a ver

s

good sample.

One each of Coloured Pyjamas, Leather Waistcoat, and
Knitted Sweater were shown.  All three were very good
zamples.

The first and second prize Helmets, made from scraps of
Hannel, showed great ingenuity and neatness.

There was very keen competition in Knitted Helmets ( Bala-
clavas), all exhibited being of good quality and shape.  The
first prize one was of exceptionally good texture, suitable needles
and wool making a perfect helmet.

There was a good number of Invalid Caps, all showing good
work.

The first prize Muffler complied exactly with regulations,
and showed very good work.  The second prize exhibit was
lightly wide and short. A narrower muffler 1s desirable, with
.extra length. ‘

It was a good specimen of durable Hospital Slipper that was
.entered, and <lippers made of scraps were also good.
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Bed Socks showed good work, one pair receiving Honorable
DMention after the prize-winners had been selected. .\l socks
were very satisfactory, and there were a good number of exhi-
bits.  This was a great improvement upon last vear's work.

The first prize 4-ply French lleels Sock was a perfect speci-
‘men, showing even quality, elastic, vet close, irm knitting. 1In
“this class, also, after selecting the first and second prize-winners,
“the third exhibit was Highly Commended.

There was not much competition in the class for Dutch 1leel,
but good samples were shown, |

Wheeling Wool, French Heels, brought forward 16 compe-
“titors, and, with two exceptions, all were good work.

(Good work was shown in the class for Wheeling Wool Dutch
Heel, but there were few entries.

Knee-caps were all good specimens.

Mittens, with and without thumbs, were a nice cven lot,
-only one or two exhibits being rather too tightly knitted.  This
“tends to make the thumbs too small.

FOODS.
Miss Flora Pell, Miller-street, North Fitzroy.
[ have much pleasure in reporting that the exhibits this year
compared more than favourably with last year.

In many cases, the number of competitors was greater, and
-certainly the standard of the Cookery was higher,

The Rich Fruit Cakes were very fine indeed, and stand out
.as amongst the best items shown.

As regards the Swiss Rolls. weighing not less than 2 Ibs.,
‘nothing but praise should be meted out to the exhibitors.  Every
point had to be most carefully noted as to texture and porosity,
.as well as even to the shade of colour in picking out the prize-
‘takers.  The pastry, on the whole, was not so pleasing. Scones,

‘as usual, drew many exhibits.  Cheese Straws were very poogy
“indeed.

The collections of Home-made Sweets were real works of
.art.  In some cases, the colouring was too vivid to be dainty or
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inviting. [t must not be lost sight of that these are exhibits of
sweets to eat, and which should be tempting in colour as well as

being of good flavour.

The prize exhibit in the Collection of Preserved Fruits was
the finest [ have ever judged in competition—presentation, colour.
choice of fruit, strength of syrup, and flavour were excellent.

In some of the exhibits of Jellies, the colour and clearness
were all that could be desired, but when tasted the flavour was
most disappointing.

The arrangements in the new building giving increased space
and splendid glass cases for the food stuffs was a vast improve-
ment.  The exhibits could be inspected more readily, and 1 am
sure, apart from the hygienic side of the question, the public
could more easily view the exhibits, and the prize-tickets were
not so liable to be misplaced by getting knocked off.

H. HEARNE & Co., PARAGON PRINT., 285-287 LATROBE STREET, MELBOURNE.



