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Champion Suffolk Ram, “Royal’” Show, 1919.
“No. 201,” exhibited by Mr. Fred. Thonemann.

Champion Suffolk Ewe, “Royal’”’ Show. 1919.
“EAGLE C1 1A,” exhibited by Department of Agriculture.
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Champion Merino Ram, "Royal"” Show, 1919,
exhibited by Mr, A, H, Richiardson,

Champion Merinoe Ewe, “Royal” Show, 1910,
exhibited by Mr, A, H. Kichardson,
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FLEECES.

Messrs. H. Denison, Australian Mercantile, Land and Finance Co.,
Melbourne; and E. P. Carter, c/o. Goldsbrough, Mort and Co., Mel-
bourne. ‘

(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 13€.)

The 1019 exhibit of fleeces was one of the best so far staged, the
entries totalling 47, as against 46 last vear. If the Merino section was a
little disappointing as regards numbers (conly 18 entries being received,
compared with 20 last year), this was more than compensated for by the
general excellence of the fleeces exhibited, and the increased weight and
money value of the exhibits.

The open class in Merino rams’ fleeces attracted six entries, five from
Victoria and one from South Australia. First prize was awarded to two
big, bulky fleeces, of robust type, exceptional length, and good character.
The two fleeces weighed 52lbs. 140zs., and were valued at £3/14/34. One
of them also received the special prize for being mnearest to perfection
of 1ts type. Last year the two first prize fleeces weighed 30lbs. 9ozs., and
were valued at £3/4/0%. The second prize in this class was awarded to

two typical Victorian Western District fleeces, weighing 371lbs. 110zs.,
and valued at £3/12/64.

In the open class for Merino ewes’ fleeces, four entries were received,
all being from Victoria. First prize was awarded to two magnificent
fleeces, tull of quality and character, weighing 22lbs. 7o0zs., and valued
at £2/10/114. Second prize went to two very nice fleeces of more robust
type, weighing 241bs. 30zs., and valued at £2/10/14%.

For most valuable Merino rams’ fleeces, for owners of less than
3000 sheep, four entries were received, two Victorian and two South Aus-
tralian, the latter again carrying off the first prize with an exhibit of very
strong, rcbust type, and heavy i yolk. The two fleeces weighed 61lbs.
40zs., and were valued at £3/9/8. These two fleeces were the heaviest
in the Show. Second prize went to two South Australian fleeces, weighing
441bs. 20zs., and valued at £3/7/73.

The ewes’ class, for under 300c sheep, received four entries, three
Victorian and one South Australian. First prize was awarded to Vic-
torian fleeces, weighing 20lbs. 150zs., and valued at £2/16/74; second to
South Australian fleeces, weighing 32lbs. 1c0zs., valued at £2/15/4.

In British breeds, the Lincoln fleeces again came out on top for
money value, but, unfortunately, there was a very poor entry, only two
in each class. First prize in rams’ fleece class was secured by two
fleeces weighing 45lbs. 70zs., and valued at £2/7/1%: and in ewes’ class
by two fleeces weighing 39lbs. 110zs., and valued at £2/3/71.

In order ot value, the Romney class came next (four entries). Two
rams’ fleeces, weighing 34lbs., and valued at £2/0/11%, were placed frst,
whilst an exhibit weighing 29lbs., and valued at £1/16/73%, secured the
first prize in the ewes’ class.

The Border Leicester class received the largest number of entries in
the British breeds, and some very attractive fleeces were staged. First
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prize in rams was awarded to two fleeces weighing 271bs. 140zs., and
valued at £1/15/33%, and in ewes to two fleeces weighing 281lbs. ¢ozs., and
valued at £1/14/2.

Only three entries were received for the English Leicester section.
These were all from South Australia. First prize for rams was won
by two fleeces weighing 24Ibs. 110zs., and valued at £1/9/11, and for ewes
by an exhibit weighing 24lbs. 60zs., and valued at £1/10/9%.

The Shropshire class seems to be losing favor, only two entries
being received, one in the rams’ class, and one in the ewes’ class. The
rams’ fleeces weighed 26lbs. 60zs.,, and were valued at £1/11/4, and the
ewes’ fleeces 20lbs. 130zs., and valued at £1/7/63%.

Four entries were received in the Down section, two in each class.
First prize in rams was awarded to fleeces weighing 16lbs. 10z., and
valued at £1/2/3; two ewes’ fleeces weighing 16lbs. 150zs., and valued at
£1/3/0%, taking first in that class.

Two classes are made available for Crossbred fleeces, and this was
again one of the most disappointing as regards entries. In the open
section only one entry was received. Two splendid fleeces of the Corrie-
.dale cross showed splendid character, weighing 25lbs., and valued at

£2/4/31.

in the class for less than 3000 sheep, first prize went to a Lincoln-
Merino cross, two fleeces weighing 18lbs. 4ozs., and valued at £1/10/53%.

The dividing of the two Leicester classes and the Down classes was
a great improvement, and we should strongly advise a division in the
Merino class, making a fine-wool class and a strong-wool class. This,
we think, would draw some of the best breeders from the Riverina. A
few entries from this important district unfortunately arrived too late for
competition.

A feature in the Merino and English Leicester classes was the com-
petition of South Australian breeders, who were wonderfully successful.
‘The exhibits were again staged in the new Government Pavilion, with
plenty of room and a splendid light. The arrangements for skirting and
weighing the fleeces were all that could be desired, and the judges and
assistants were given every facility for carrying out their work.

The thanks of the Society are due to Messrs. Dalgety & Co., Mel-
bourne, who kindly lent wool tables and baskets; to tHe Toledo Co., for
lending one of their balance scales for quick and accurate weighing; to
the Australian Mercantile, Land & Finance Co. Ltd.,, Melbourne, for
assistants; and to Messrs. Dalgety & Co., Geelong, for clerical assistance.

SHEEP SKINS.

Mr. James Kitson, c/o. Goldsbrough, Mort and Company Limited,
Melbourne.

(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 136.)

The exhibits of sheep skins were numerically small, but the skins
were excellent, the flaying, in most cases, being all that could be desired.
I would recommend that in future they be hung up with the skin side
out, to the better advantage of the general public.
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SWINE.

BERKSHIRES.
Mr. P. J. Miller, “Hillside,” Ballarat North.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 138.)

The Berkshire pigs were a very fine lot, and quite up to the standard
of previous years. The aged boar class, especially, showed plenty of con-
stitution and good conformation, as well as being well marked. In the
younger boars I noticed a few showing a slight roach in the back, and
also a tendency to droop in the shoulder. I would advise breeders to
avoid breeding from a pig that is not straight and even on the back. The
Berkshire sows, over 15 months, were a fine lot. Being bound by the rules
of the Society that provided that sows had to be showing in pig, or have
reared a litter, I could not give the prize to the best looking pig. I would
recommend the Society to alter that rule, and allow the judge to use his
own discretion. I think it would be more satisfactory to the exhibitors
1f this were done. Berkshire sows, under 15 months and over 6 months,
were a very fine lot, but the sows under 6 months were a very ordinary
lot, no doubt owing to the price of feed and the bad season.

YORKSHIRES.
Mr. J. R. Mitchell, Moredun Hill, Sandford.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 139.)

The Yorkshire classes were well filled, and contained many typical
exhibits, the prize-takers in the principal classes being magnificent animals,
which would do credit to any show, while in some instances the merits
of the exhibits were very close indeed. The Tamworth exhibits were

not numerous, but those penned were a nice lot, and good specimens of
the breed.
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Thamplon Berlshire Boar, “Loyal"” Show, 1910,
CSTRINGEBANK SATLGR (2270), exhibited by Messrs. Semmens Bros.

Champion Berkshire Sow, “Hoyal” Show, LD
“GOOMNALIBEE VENUSY (20481),
exhiliited by Mr, A, . Siewurt.
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Champion Yorkshire Boar, “"Hoyal” Show, 1919,
“WESTBANK JAMIE"” (1043}, axhibited by Mr. K. Yanan.

Champion Yorkshire Sow, “"Royal” Show, 19159,
“GIPPBLAND YERA" (1213), exhibited by Mr. Edward Jenkins,
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POULTRY.

LEGHORNS.
Mr. J. W. Sidebottom, Berkely-street, Oakleigh.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 141,)

There was a very fine collection of White Leghorns, the majority of
which showed great quality. Some splendid typed males were shown.
These had large bodies and profuse feathering, the placed birds being
all snow-white. The female classes contained birds of good quality, but
it was noticeable that a number of these were out of condition, perhaps
on account of being over shown.

There were large classes of Brown Leghorns, but the quality was
only moderate. However, the exhibits compared favorably with this breed
at other shows. Breeders do not appear to have been able to produce
in this breed the golden red hackles, as provided for in both the English
andhAustralian standards. The male birds lack quantity of furnishing
feathers.

The Black Leghorns that were penned were only moderate in quality,
very few birds being of the correct type. They were also very weak in
leg color and ear-lobes.

Some excellent exhibits were penned in the Farmers’ Trio classes for
White Leghorns. These were suitably mated for breeding. The Brown
Leghorns in the same classes were only moderate in quality, and wrongly
mated.

MEDITERRANEAN BREEDS (OTHER THAN LEGHORNS).
Mr. A. L. Nichol, “Glen Craik,” Moorabbin-road, Cheltenham.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 142.)

Most of the birds in my section were far above the quality of previous
years, especially the Minorcas and Black Spanish. In the former, H.
Bunneman’s team stood right out for type, quality and condition, especially
the winning cockerel; and J. King’s winning pullet was also a good one.

Black Spanish were strong classes, and all of good quality. G.
Devlin’s first and second cockerels were particularly good. Anconas pro-
vided small but select classes, the cockerels failing somewhat in ticking.
A. Tilley’s hens were rather heavily ticked, but very even, and they won
easily. Andalusians were not up to the usual standard, but this remark
does not apply to A. Facey’s winning pullet and F. Barnes’ hen. Both of
these exhibits were of good type, and type and size certainly must come
first in Andalusians. Blue Spanish are improving. The winning cock
showed a splendid face, but was out of condition. Amongst the hens, the
winner was of good type, size and color, but weak in face. Blue Minorcas -
are at a standstill, no improvement being apparent.

In the Farmers’ Trios, I judged the birds, not on their exhibition
value, but on their value as breeders of exhibition stock. My reason for
this is that many of the trios are claimed by farmers, and prove useless
hecause they are not properly mated. I think it would be wise to insert
a clause at the head of this class, instructing all judges to judge on
breeding value. Purchasers would thus be far better suited than at
present, and a satisfied purchaser is always a future purchaser. Minorca
trios found J. King winning with an excellent and properly mated pen.
In Andalusians, the second pen was a perfect mating in color, but lost
the coveted honor through lack of size and stamina in the male. In
conclusion, I must congratulate the Society upon the new pavilion. The
light and staging were perfect, making my task a pleasure,



263

e MALAYS AND INDIAN GAME.
: Mr. P. A AMills, “Wryesth,” Thorpdale.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 142)

Generally speaking, the Malays. were only moderately represcuted,
both as regards numbers and quality, and the competition was not at all
keen. I am afraid, with the decadence of mining in Victoria, many good
exhibitors in all game sections have given up exhibiting. Iun South .\us-
tralia, Malavs are still strong, and if the “Royal” put-up the prize umoney
in these sections on a level with Orpingtons and \Wyaudottes, | think
it possible that South Australian birds might be sent over.

With regard to the Indian Game, 1 am glad to be able to report that
the numbers and quality were good, and competition fairly keeu, the
cocks and cockerels being really typical. The winning cock gained the cham-
pion ribbon for best bird of all breeds iu the Show. .Although the hens and
pullets were good. there is room for improvement, and it 1s evident that
some new blood is now required. Unlike the utility sections, th_c. Indian
Game is bred for its fine table qualities, and beauty of markings and
shape. [t is rather a poor layer, but the best specimens command the
highest prices of all. Therefore, to encourage keener competition, 1 beg
to recommend that the prizes he restored to the higher standard of
former ears. L

GAME (OTHER THAN INDIAN GAME) AND BANTAMS.
Mr. R. Hvde, 927 Mt. Alexander-road, Essendon.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 143.)

In Old English Game, there was keen competition, there being no
fewer than 101 entries. In Blactk-Reds, there were some exceptionally
good birds, the best being shown by E. C. J. Graves, in thg whitc-legged
varieties; whilst in willow-legged birds J. N. Williams showed the best.
D. C. Meorpeth, Junior, won in Duckwing Cock aud Hen classes, with
good birds, but had not much in the class to beat. In Spangles, T. F.
Eddy's cock stood out, and J. A. Wood’s hen won easily in her class.

In any other color classes, the best birds were shown by E. C. J. Graves,
D. C. Morpeth, Junior, and J. Woods. .

I might point out that the old English game fowl is acknowledged te
be the best table fowl; it lays well, and will protect its young from hawks
and other enemies. . Thev are easily kept, and will forage for their own
tood; consequently they would make an ideal fowl for farmers, but few
seem to keep them. ‘

WYANDOTTES.
Mr. G. E. Brown, Puriri Poultry Yards, Linacre-road, Hampton..
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 146.) |

Amongst the Golden Wyandottes, the males were in much greater
number than usual, showing a renewal of interest in a variety that has
for long been in the background of popularity. Most of the exhibits
in both classes were well penned, and the quality much above the average,
the first and second cocks being of exceptional merit, while the second
cockerel was a gem in type and uniformity of color and lacing, but a
“stopped” tail was a bar to his winning the chief award. Golden females
were of a disappointing character, lacking the correct shade of color -
required in exhibition females.

~_Silver Wyandotte males*were not up to the standard of quality or
i such numbers as in previous years. This is much to be regretted.
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The first and second cocks were of good Wyandotte type, but clearness
of top color and quality of lacing were (with one exception) markedly
absent in both classes. In Silver females the winning hen, together with
the winning pullet, stood out in regularity of spacing; while the shape
of the feather was all that could be desired. This is a feature that is
very difficult to obtain. More than one female was of indifferent type,
and several had a mixture of large and small feathers; and, although
open and clear, this irregularity prevented their success.

White Wyandottes provided small classes, and, generally, were of
only fair imerit, while Partridge Wyandottes appear to be at a standstill,
although the winning male and female were creditable specimens. Most
of the Blue Wyandottes were typical, but color was far from being
uniform. -

FANCY BREEDS (OTHER THAN MEDITERRANEAN AND
MALAYS, GAME AND BANTAMS).

Mr. P. Briggs, Chesterville-road, Moorabbin. -
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 151.)

In reviewing the various breeds of poultry I had the honor of judg-
ing, the Hamburgs stood out in both numbers and quality, the winning
blacks being of very even quality all round, but certainly deficient in
size. Silver Spangles were rather better than of late vears, as were also
the Golden Pencilled. Houdans and Faverolles were both good, though
the latter breed appear to be losing the characteristic shape of this variety,
many of the exhibits being too short in length of body and weak in front.
They are ideal table birds, and deserve better support. The “Any Other
Variety” class produced a good pair of Golden Spangled Polish, and also a
White Long-tailed Japanese Cock. This latter bird is evidently very old,
and therefore losing the distinctive feature of the breed, as we read of
them having, in the land of their origin, long, flowing tails, six feet
length. I desire to congratulate the Society upon having provided such
a splendid building for the accommodation of the poultry, and also for
appointing so capable a superintendent. Such efforts must result in vastly
increased support for the Society in the future.

LIGHT UTILITY POULTRY.

Mr. J. E. Bradley, South-road, Brighton North.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 153.)

Amongst the cocks, the first and second birds were grand specimens,
both showing good utility type. They should prove to be good sires. Hens
provided a much bigger entry, and they were a fine lot, six of them being
equal to anything it would be possible to find in Australia. The winner
was a particularly fine business bird. Cockerels were not quite so good,
being just a little on the coarse side. This, in a purely egg-getter, 1s a
fault, on account of it tending to fatness, and this characteristic being
transmitted to their progeny, with consequent loss of eggs. Pullets were
a good class, 80 per cent, of them being real business birds. The winner
was one of the best I have seen.

The A.O.V. classes were only fair, the females being a long way
better than the males, but still, the classes: were small, no great variety
being shown. The four classes in White Leghorns were much better
than last year, both in number and in quality; and, with a little more
education in selection, the small number of rhedium quality birds shown
should he eliminated. : ' '
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‘HEAVY UTILITY POULTRY.

Mr. S. Buscumb, “Lauraville,” Bell-street, Itast Preston,
(Complete awards in ‘this Section will be found on page 154.)

I must congratulate the Society upon the new poultry pavilion, which
-was all that could be desired, both by exhibitors and judges. The birds
in my section were the most even lot I have ever judged, especially the
Black Orpington cockerels and pullets. It was difhcult to make the
awards in these classes, as the birds were of so even a quality. Cocks
and hens were also of a satisfactory ‘type, and showed good stamina and
large egg capacity, which is looked for in utility poultry. The same
-remark applies to the Rhode Island Reds. These birds were of good
quality right through, and I was pleased to see such a good entry. As I
“believe this breed should be encouraged, I intend to propose that the
‘National Utility Poultry Breeders’ Association donate a blue ribbon to the
Rhode Island Red class next year.

The exhibits in the “Any Other Variety” classes were of very good
quality, the females being better than the males; but, taking the section
right through, the birds were of a very high standard in type, stamina
“:and conformation. In utility classes we do not judge for type and feather
-only, but we judge for egg-laying capacity also.

DOGS.

NON-SPORTING DOGS (PART L.).

Mr. E. J. Coyle, 312 Flinders-street, Melbourne.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 169.)

At the Royal Agricultural Show the classes of dogs judged by me .
~-were .—Newifoundlands, St. Bernards, Great Danes, Mastiffs, Old English
Sheep Dogs, Bull Dogs, Rough Coated Collies, Smooth Coated Collies,
Kelpies, and Cattle Dogs. With the exception of one or two in each
.class, the dogs shown were, generally speaking, not up to expectations.

There was not a single entry for Mastiffs, Newfoundlands or St.
‘Bernards, and it is to be regretted that these Old English breeds have so
«declined in popularity that few are now to be. seen, either at exhibitions-
.or in breeders’-kennels. -

The Great Danes were weak. The winning dog, “Rajah,” stood out.
He has a nice head, ears and body, but there is room for improvement
sin his legs and tail.

With the exception of one or two, the Bull Dogs were weak, the
‘quality being much below the average. “Tommy Atkins,” the Challenge
winner in dogs, is short and low in body, and wide in front with a nice
ibroken-up face, well smashed back and wide skull. He moved well, and
“had good expression The Challenge winner in bitches— “Championship
Princess Patricia”—was well shown, looking fresh, with a big skull, short
-face, good lay-back, well turned-up under jaw, good bone, and nice ears.

There was very little between the first and second Collies in open
«class for dogs. The winner is a sweet-headed, under-sized dog, in good
.coat. He looks like galloping all day. He has nice ears and good body.
“The Challenge winner in bitches—“Leabrook Mistress”—is a black ard’
white ; she is.a fine specimen, and won easily.
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Ounly one dog approached the Smooth Coated Collie standard, and he
was bad. Breeders of these dogs must remember that the Smooth Collie

only differs from the Rough in its coat, which should be hard, dense, and
quite smooi, 1 did not make any award in the puppy or open bitch
classes.

Kelpies swvere a good, even lot. The winning dog was a good black,
and will take a lot of bea‘rm0

Olid hno[hh Sheep Doos and bhitches were shown t()dethel The -
winner, ‘Glen Craik Boss,” is a nice all-round dog; but the bltch “I'ranks-
ton Loruna Doone” (second), was too fat. She would have won if
exhibited 11 show condition.

Cattle Dogs were very poor. Only two were shown that approached
the standard. The Challenge winner,- “Barney,” stood out: the -others
should not bave been shown in the class.

SPORTING DOGS.

Lir. W. Beilby, 13 Darling-street, South Yarra.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 173.)

The best classes that came before me were the English Setters. The
winning dog in the open class, owned by J. H. Gair, is a remarkably nice
dog good to meet and to follow where so many fail. In head, ears, coat,.
styie anid movement, he is as good as anything I have ever seen, hut
rather heavilv colored for my 11kmg. He was closely followed by a dog
on similar lines, but who failed to the winner in head. In the bitches
another ciose contest took place between H. J. Bradiord’s “Lady B.” and
Mrs. H. Cousins’ “Nancy Stair,” both lemon marked; the latter rather
heavily ticked. the former almost all white body, with a lovely coat, and
cuality. '*Nancy Stair’’ is nice in bone and body, and a good, free mover;
but she failed in head to “Lady B.” There was a number of real good
Setters present, and, with the recentpurchases from Sydney of a couple of
goad Engiisiy sires, I look very cheerfully to these handsome and usetuI
dogs coming well into favor agaln. .

" Irish Setters also sliowed a distinct improvement, some nice quality

animais coming forward. The winning dog, B. Pritchard’s “Ginger Mick,”
scored so much in all round soundness that I could not penahse his color
to the extent of putting him down to the aged “Marshall Lock,” who
exceiled 1n this particular. _
' Puppies were a very decent lot. Miss Shawcross’ “Ch. Caulfield
Shiela” is a really typical, good, sound bitch, the color, too, so charac-
terisiic of the breed. Mrs, Stephens’ “Maori Girl™ is also a good repre-
sentative. This brace is, in my opm1on the best we have had faor some
years. :\ couple of good “has beens were shown in this class, partlcu-
larly T. H. Tox’s \Ilcb Primrose.”

Black Curly Retrievers brought out the best bitch I have ever seefl.
Indeea L have never seen such a perfect coat before in either sex. I have
placed the bitches first in my report on account of theu general excel-
lence. The winner, A. R. A. Clark’'s “Tartool Doreen,” T consider the
best animal in my section. C. Langford's “Sly Girl,” although‘not so
good in curl and size, is a good all round bitch. The winning dog is good
in bhone, legs, feet, body and action, and fair in head; but his curl
was uneven. J. R. Fiske’s “Young Jock” is another good specmlen
Indeed, the Retrievers were a very sathhctorv lot.

The Field Spaniels were poor. . .
Cocker Spaniels were fair, a few nice specimens being present, but
nothing approaching high-class standards. The winning dog, J. Elliott’s
“Bonny Bangson,” is over-sized. “Malt Baron,” who was in poor coat,
as placed second. This class made me hesitate a little longer than usual;
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but on looking the class over afterwards, I felt satisfied with the award.
“Malt Baron” won in puppies rather easily.

In the open class for bitches, |. H. Egan’s old favorite, “Ch. Romping
Girl,” added to her long list, which must be Comm0 to an end, as she
is beginning to show sigus of age. J. Elliott’s Bonn) Blonde” 1s one
of Lhe most promising young ounes that came before me, and, with a httle
-more coat, would have won. :

Pointers proved to be the most dithcult classes to sori. The entries
-were above the average, and many good dogs had to be sent out cardless.
J. H. Pasco’s “Lord Gwyne™ has come on well in every respect, except
the head, since I judged him last. His great bone, sound legs, goud feet,
well-sprung ribs and firm hin(h‘maners make him a difticult dog to
pass. V. Street’s "Marathon l.ad” failed to the winner in bod\ and bone,
and gained in the head. R. H. Auty’s “Ch. Duchess Gwyne,” a sister 1o
the winning dog, only just won, her bone, and head properties giving her
an advantage over the good quality and well conditioned "“"Headland Gipsy
Queen,” whose want of foreface gave the balance to the unconditioned
“Duchess.”

The puppy class contained a mnice lot of promising youngsters,
numerically the best I have seen for some time. The balance of my classe
were poor in numbers, but good in quality. Miss V. Pearson’s Deerhound
was a good, sound, upstanding dog, excelling in size. The winning Borzois
Dog, A. N. Marshall's “Ivan,” i1s the best I lrave seen since the days of
“Champion Plevna,” and very much like that great dog. He is of good
size, yet abounding in quality. MNr. P. IF. Daly’s “Count Cossack” is a
fair one. Mr. Marshall won again in the bitch class with “Olga,”
another remarkably fine animal, who stood right out from Mr. P. F.
Daly’s “Fair Beauty.”

Greyhounds were few in numbers, as usual, and poor i quality,
excepting in the case of the winning dog, G. D. Shawcross’s “¥lying
Colours,” which is a very nicely balanced, upstanding fawn.

SHEEP DOG TRIALS.

Mr. M. Baley Bryant, “Cairn Curraw,” Baringhup.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 180.)

The Sheep Dog trials scemed to be much appreciated by the pubiic,
‘who were not lackmg with their applause when any particularly clever
work was done.. They clearly showed that they understood the fine points.
The dogs were well under control, and showed cleverness and patience
to a marked degree The winner, Mr. T. White’s “Wampy” (both days)
and Mr. Kemp’s “Darky” (on the first day) gave very ﬁmbhed exhibitions,
and some of the younger dogs illustrated. the caretul way they had been
bred and handled by their respective owners. The sheep were rather too
.Jquret to allow the dogs to work to the greatest advantage.

< r—

PRODUCE.

WHEAT.

Mr. A. E. V. Richdrdson, Department of Agriculture, Melbourne.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 181.)

" The standard of the exhibits was well up to that oi previous years.
«Good entries were received in all four classes—Macaroni, I.ow Strength
‘White, High Strength White, and High Strength Red. The competi-
tiom was, as usual, keenest in the Low Strength White class.
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The wheats were judged on points—bushel weight, strength of flour,
percentage of gluten, volume and texture of the loaf being taken into
consideration. The following table summarises the points allotted in
cach class :— ' .

I—MACARONI (CLASS 964).

8l ¢l » ey

Bushel | o f —5§ '| Percentage |8 Strength ¢f | Percentage 3@8?
Entry Weight. ovn| s of Flour. | .4 Flour. of Gluten. QB:B‘
No. ' lg¥iag. 23 | gogTOtal-

: zzlSal cla - 5 &)

' lbs. | pts. g! <1:i % | pts. | gts. | Dts. % pts. ';53
SNSRI R S B N AU S L
. i | |

5400 16561 11 | 23 1 10 [77.6] 10 854 |18 | 9.5 9F |11 | 77%
5401 (638 & 8 141749 9 | 7 (44417 |14.5| 14} | 11 | 804
5402 164.2| 8 6, 12472.3| 7k | 5|55 |18} 14.8115 |11 774
5403 '64.6| 9 127117561 9 | 7|58 |20 |13.5] 13} |12 | 61}
5404 65.1110 (15 81751] 9 8156 119 | 511 5 | 7 66
5 ! by , ' %
II—HIGH STRENGTH RED (CLASS 063).

; ! } - | [
5405 66.8 14 - 25 ‘ 14 | 770 7! 9|54 | 18 |12.6§ 124 | 13 88
5467 66.3.13 | 15 (124073.5) 8 1 9156 |19 110811 |11 | 834
5408 1 66.3 13 © 2| 13473.9| 84| 8|50 |16 ’14 715 |15 89

! ! |

III.—HIGH STRENGTH WHITE (CLASS 966).

| C | : o | |
5406 67.4 15 125 1 12|71.9 74| 7 |48 |15 9.6 9} 1379
5409 67 |14 | 7 14 (76.1) 95| 9|51 | 164 112813 | 15|91
5410 65411 |18 ' 11 {73.7| 8 8152 |17 | 88| 8% 12.‘ 76
5432 166.2 12 | 4 13721 7 9152 |17 10711 |15 ) 85

: ! Co ' ) f ’ |

IV.—~LOW STRENGTH WHITE (CLASS 967).

| l o
5411 {67 14 10| 1447270 8 | 944 |13 12,5124 12 | 83
5412 1659 12 11124715 74| 8|46 |14 | 98 94, 15| 784
S413 sm'tty — - 9 — — — | —{ - - — | —
5414 1646 9 19 113/69.1 & | 8 |43 124 7.6 74 | 12 | 6€6%
5415 '649 .10 20 12 (68.7| 6 | 8|42 |12 | 85! 8| 14 |70}
5416 .66 112 .22 11 {70.4| 6% | 7|43 |124 | 82! 8 14|71
5417 '63.1; 6 21 :10 (6821 5 | 743 124! 5 5 |11 56%
5418 !64.61 9 20  114169.1] 6 8143 1174 88 9 11|72
5419 1646. 9 ; 1,10/686| 6 | 7 42 |12 | 6.1 6 7|57
5420 166.5 13 12 :124/73.4, 8 | 8 |44 {13 8. 9 | 13| 76§
5421 ;65.21 10 13 . 114,743 '8} | 8 (44 14 | 97| 9% |13 | 74}
5423 67.3.15 | 5 133753, 9 | 9|44 |13 [12.3| 124 12| 84
5424 ;65.1; 10 | 3 133/ 726| 8 |10 |49 | 153 [12.5 12} | 15 | 844
5426 166 12 |17 1113726 74| 7 |43 | 124 | 6.4| 6§!13 |70
5427 165.5, 11 114 13701\ 64| 8 44 |13 | 96 9% | 1 | 74

! ! ! i 1
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The frst prize inn the Macaroni class was won by Entry No. 3401, a
fine sample of Medeah, grown by M. J. D'Arcy, at Berrigan, N.SA\W., on
grey-red loam. The points awarded were Soi. Teliord Rros. and M. .
D’Arcy were equal 1or secend prize, with 77% points.

The winning exhibit was a fine, well-grown sample of Medeali, with
an e\ceptlonallv high gluten content (14.5 per cent.).

In the High btlength Red class, all competitors exhibited Cedar.
The first prize was won by Mr. M. J. D'Arcy, with an excellent sample
of Cedar, weighing 66.31bs. per bushel. The Hour gave the high return
of 14.7 per cent. ot dry gluten, and a strength of 30. The strength is
defined as the number of quaris of water Ab\Olde by a 200lIb. sack of
- flour to make a dough of a consistency ht for baking. The streugth is
also roughly proportioned by the number of loaves that cann be made {rom
a sack of flour.

The champion wheat this year was found in the High Strength White
class. The winning exhibit in this section was a magnificeni sample of
Comeback, grown by M. J. D'Arcy at Berrigan, on a rainfall of 14 inches
during the growing period of the crop. The wheat weighed 67lbs. per
bushel, showed a flour strength of 51, and yielded 12.8 per cent. of dry
gluten.

It is significant that the gluten conteint, both of Cedar, Comeback
and Macaroni varieties, grown at Berrigan, was considerably higher than
the same varietics grown at Angle Vale, in South Australia; and these,
in their turn, were }11g>her than the same varieties grown in the Wimmera.
This is shown in the following table :—

Comparison of Dry Gluten Content of Cedar and Comeback and Macaroni
Wheats from Berrigan (N.S.W.), Angle Vale (S.A.) and Jung

(Vlctorla)
Grower. ° - Locéhty o _M‘vaeda;u ﬂmé_c-nneback Macarom:
; - A /6 76
M. ]. D’Arey .. Berrigan (N.S.W.) .. 14.7 12.9 14.5
W. Clark .. .. Angle Vale (S.A.) .. 12.6 95 13.5
E. Hutchesson .. Jung (Victoria) .. 10.8 8.8 5.1

Unfortunately, these three competitors did not all enter for the Low
Strength White Class, so that comparisons of gluten conteut of low
strength wheats grown in the three States cannot be made.

Mr. D’Arcy’s Currawa gave a gluten content of 12.3 per cent., as com-
pared with a gluten content of 8.5 per cent. in Currawa grown by Telford
Bros. at Gowra (Victoria).

It would seem clear that the Royal competition establishes what has
been suspected, namely, that the gluten content of the wheat is largely
dependent upon the climate, and in particular by the rapidity of the
ripening period of the wheat.

- The climatic conditions at Berrigan, N.S.W., last year were unusually
favorable for the production of high quality wheat, with the result that
Mr. D’Arcy was able to capture the prizes in all four ‘elasses.

- Further investigation will be made to find out the monthly distribu-
tion of the rain dnd the temperatures at the three centres last year, to
see if it is possible to explain the superiority of the Berrigan wheats
over the South Australian and Victorian.

The Low Strength White class, as usual, had the greatest number of
contestants. First and second prizes were -won by Mr M. J. D’Arcy, of
Berrigan, with samples of Florence and Currawa respectively. The
Champion prize of Australia was awarded to Mr. M. J. D’Arcy, with a
magnificent sample of Comeback.
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On the whole, the entries were not numerous, but the quality of the
wheat was very high, and showed a considerable improvement on previous
years. A\ few competitors, however, submitted samples which apparentlv
were not much above i.a.q. standard, and two submitted samples that were
decidedly smutted.

BEST SHEAF OF WHEAT.

Only five entries were received in this section. The varieties entered
were Federation, Major, Dart’s Imperial, and Joffre. As this was the
first time the competition was held, standards for judging had to be
formulated. The competition had to be decided on the appearance and
get-up of the sheaves, and not on the yielding capacity after trial under
equal soil conditions.

- Under the rules formulated by the Society, the grain-from the winning
sheaves wiil be sown under equal conditions at one of the Government
Experiment Farms next year. In that way, the real merit of selection
will be tested.

Besides judging the sheaves on their appearance, the type and
unitormity of the ears, some tests were made to determine the average
length, number of spikelets per ear, and the number of grains per head.
This data 1s summarised in the following table :— :

| AverageLength |  Spikelets Average |
Entry No. 1 A of Eg:r (in.) ‘ ptl*)r hegfig. ‘ N%&‘;‘h&’;gfns $ - Award,
5428 ol 3.7 10.6 | 38.4 | —
5429 o 4.0 12.6 49.8 . Second prize
5430 . 4.1 10.4 45 3 o —-
5431 3.8 11.8 ‘ 51.0 . First prize
5432 e 3.6 16 13 45.6 | Third prize

~_The first prize was won By Bennett Bros., Dookie, with a fine sheaf
of Dart’s Imperial. A. O. Badman, of Yacka (S.A.), won the second prize
with a nice sheaf of Major. :

MAIZE.

Mr. James Fisher, Orbost.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 181.) R

Although the number of exhibits shown was somewhat disappointing,
all of the classes were represented. The maize which obtained the
Government Certificate (a Yellow Dent variety) was very similar to
what received this certificate last year. It was a very fine sample. There
were two distinct kinds of white maize cobs, the hrst prize being awarded
to the wariety which is grown principally for its grain; and the second
to what i1s usually grown for green fodder purposes. - The three bushels
of white maize awarded first prize were an excellent sample. The Yellow
Flint was also very good. '

FARM PRODUCE (EXCEPT CEREALS AND POTATOES).

Mr. J. George, Mt. Alexander-road, Ascot Vale. |
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 182.)

There was a very good display of oaten chaff. One exhibit appeared
to have had an admixture of grain, and was therefore not judged. The
exhibits of wheaten chaff were good, and, I think, better than in 1918,
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-»

:but still, there is room for improvement. The quality of the lucerne chaft

was fair, but could be much better. Trussed manger hay was fairly
~good in quality, but there were ouly two exlubits. _\ll the exhibits of
chatrmc oaten sheaves were of good quality, but it would have been better
it thebc exhibits were bhO\\ll in two classes—one for oaten chathng
sheaves. and the other for manger sheaves. Sowe of the exhibits were
~short and fine, and some were long and coarse.

There were only two exhibits of wheaten hay, and, although the
quality was good, this class should be better represented at the Show.
" The quality of the lucerne hay was fair, but still, there was room for -
provement. The linseed was very good, and more should be grown in
Victoria, as there is always a good sale for it at a reasonable price-—
at from £io to £15 per ton—though during the war period, and up to
the present time, the price has been from #£20 to £33 per ton, and very
little to be had, even at these prices. ‘

Long mangels” were a very hne lot, and the growers deserve great
credit for having produced such fine exhibits. Globe mangels were also
very, good. The pumpkins were good. Oune exhibit could not take a
prize, “as the same owner had taken a prize with another exhibit in the
same class. .

Sugar Beet-—Prizes were awarded without analysis. The carrots
were fine samples, and the exhibitors well deserved the prizes. The
- onions were beautiful samples, and in good condition. One exhibit was
put out on account of the same person -having two entries of the one
variety.

The class for turnips provided a fine show of sixteen competitors,
and it was a very hard matter to place the frst three.

POTATOES.
Mr. W. H. Maine, 452 Flinders-strect, Melbourne.

(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 135.)

As regards the exhibits of potatoes, I much regret to say that the
number subm1tted was very small, and altogether out of proportion to
the quantity produced in chtorla, which, as previously stated, is the
leading. producing State for this article. It is greatly to be regretted
that the farmers do not take more interest in our Show, especially in view
of the fact that we have so many Interstate visitors over; and it would
“be an opportunity of showing them the very excellent quality that can
“be, and is, produced. I cannot offer any practical suggestion to stimulate
growers. It should be to their own interests as a body to forward exhibits;
f‘but one would imagine that the Farmers’ Unions and the Potato Growers’
Association would stir themselves in the matter. 1 should scarcely think
that any increase in the prize money is necessary—patriotic and reasons
of self interest should be sufficient.

As regards the exhibits themselves, those that were shown were of
excellent quality. Exception might be taken to the Redskins, which were
certainly not up to the usual standard, or equal to samples that have

~been coming forward for sale during the season. No doubt, many of the
growers specialise in this particular variety, which are of the class
requlred for export. There is no question, Victoria can, and does, pro-
duce in a large way, as good samples as are grown in any part of the
world. Unfortunately, I have again to empha51se that, in a general way,
- the paucity of exhibits did not convey this impression. (Growers’ interests
~and their knowledge of potatoes suited for the different districts, teach
them the class that they should grow; consequently, it is 1mp0351ble to
.offer any remarks or advice of any educational value, as the various
-classes of land in- different districts are suitable for certain classes that
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should be grown. But, as regards export, speaking from practical experi--
ence, it is strowI} recommended that farmers should grow more of the
Redskin variety, such as Brownell Beauties, Plunkets, Manistees, Peach
Blooms and Brown Rivers, but the latter, unfortunately, seem to have:

run out, and a fresh importation of seed from European or Ainerican.
countries is required.

TABLE VEGETABLES.

Mr. T. Marriott, McGuiness-road, Bentleigh.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 183.)

The display was of excellent quality. I have never judged better in
this State. I would suggest that a prize be given for the best collection
of vegetables to one who has never won a first prize in the collection
class, albo that jam melons be divided into two classes—one for citron
melons, and the other for pie melons; also that beetroot be given two
classes for what is known as turnip- rooted beet, as well as ordinary
beetroot; and, further, that Turks’ caps be given two classes—one to be
called Turk’s cap, and the other five-crown Turk’s cap.

—atl)— - G

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES' COMPETITICON.

' DAIRY PRODUCE AND FOODS.

Mr. J. Bradshayv, Terang.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 185.)

I have the honor to report that the produce sections of the Agricul-
tural Societies’ exhibits at this year’s Show were, on the whole, particu-
larly good. The Whittlesea, Bacchus Marsh and Maffra exhibits were
of a very high order, possibly as good, or even the best of the kind ever
seen in Australasia. The arrangement, design and setting out, together
with the decorations, in each of the exhibits, were very effective, the whole:
display being specially spectacular, each resem‘bl-ing a huge window-dress-
ing design. It may be safely affirmed that these exhibits were one of the
chief attractions oi the Show, and could not fail to be of great educa—~
tlonal -value to the crow d:, 1vspect1ng them.

FRUITS, SAUCES, VEGETABLES, PICKLES AND ROOTS.

Mr. John Milburn, “The Grange,” Keilor.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 185.)

Since I last judged there has been a gratifying increase in the number-
of entries in the district exhibits, which must be a great acquisition to the-
attractiveness of the Show. Generally speaking, most of the exhibits. -
showed to great advantage, and testified to the keenness shown by the
people in striving to make their particular district the best at the Show..

The Whittlesea exhibit was well up to the average of former years.
The fruit, both fresh and bottled, showed to great advantage. Preserved
vegetables were very good, the tomatoes especially so. The honey in the
comb was much admired. I'resh vegetables were a good lot right through..
The potatoes, both for variety and quality, were excellent. The fresh.
fruit was hardly up to the standard of previous years. -
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The Bacchus Marsh exhibit had many excellent features, but in
some respects was not up to former vears. The fresh fruif, nvmy opmton.
was not shown to the best advantage. On the other hand, the bottled
fruits and pickles stand was very attractive, and, for quality and variety,
formed quite a feature of the exhibit. - The vegetables were a good lot.
The potatoes were well grown and good, but had not the great variety
of the Whittlesea exhibit. The pickles were up to the average.

The great feature ot the Wagga exhibit was the citrus and dried
fruits. The navel oranges were of good quality. Lemons were cqually
good. The dried fruits showed to advantage, both in quality aund
quantity. Bottled fruit showed good quality. The bottled tomatocs were
really first class. The fresh vegetables were very fair, but showed sigus
of staleness, and must have been a long time on the journey.

A fine display of sugar beet was noticed in the Maffra exhibit. The
bottled fruit in this exhibit was of good quality and variety, but was
not shown to the best advantage, being too near the floor. 1In fresh fruit,
there was a-good variety, but it was rather small in size. The potatoes
shown were good, but lacked in number of varieties. The fresh vegetables
were of fair quality, but showed signs of staleness.

In the Kerang exhibit the citrus fruits stood out prominently. The;
were of good size, appearance and quality. DBottled fruits were good,
but lacked variety. Dried fruits had a fair number of varieties, and the -
quality also was fair. There was a very good assortment of pickles of
good quality in this exhibit.

STATE SCHOOL COMPETITIONS.
FODDER CROPS, GRAIN AND POTATOES.

Mr. J. H. Refshauge, High School; Ballarat.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 186.)

The exhibits judged by me in the State Schools’ section, with the
exception of potatoes, which were, on the whole, inferior, were of a type
much superior to those exhibited for some years. In addition, exhibitors
had, in most cases, arranged their exhibits attractively.

Difficulty in judging was experienced, as one had to step on shelves
occupied by exhibits. I would suggest that, if the same type of staging
1s to be used in future, the exhibits be placed on a flat table, and there
judged, and afterwards the exhibits be placed on the staging. 1i the
exhibits were grouped into their several sections on a flat stand or table,
it would not take long to place them on the show stand.

| FORESTRY, FRUIT TREES AND VEGETABLES.

- Mr. W. H. Callister, Agricultural High School, Shepparton.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 186.)

Improvement was shown in the exhibit in Forestry. Entries were -
more numerous, and the exhibits were mostly clean, well-grown speci-
mens. It was evident that great care had been taken with them. Com-
. petitors_should be careful to see that sectional requirements are complied:
with. In the class for three trees, not native to Australia, natives were
shown. Again, in the same class a conifer was shown, although the
class is exclusive of conifers. -

- A good exhibit in forestry came from the Sutherland Home, showing
foliage, flowers and fruit, together with sections of the woods. Such an

exhibit is of educational value, and every sloyd teacher in the State might

reasonably be expected to stage a similar exhibit from his district.
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In the class for collections of fruits, there was more fruit shown than
dast year, but there is still very little competition in this part of the
section. In the class for collections of preserved {fruits, considerable
mprovement was shown, but some of the jars had not been properly
closed. The syrup, which leaked out, made the jars sticky to handle.
~ This, of course, is fatal to an exhibit of this kind.

The exhibits i the different classes of vegetables were up to the
standard of recent years, but do not compare favorably with those of
former years, when different inspectorial districts competed with each
other, and each district had a separate bay for its own display. In recent
vears teachers have devoted most of their spare time to raising money.
for patriotic purposes, by means of concerts, fetes and carnivals, and it
is greatly to their credit that they have found time throughout it all
to maintain the school competition in agricultural products. Now that
the war has come to an end, the competition may be expected to increase,
as there will be more time to devote to it. ; :

A non-competitive exhibit from the Bendigo Inspectorial Districts,
No. 1 and No. 2, of produce grown under the home projects scheme,
attracted attention. These home projects schemes are being developed,
notably in the Goulburn Valley and Sale districts, as well as in those
above mentioned. '

FORAGE AND ROOTS, GRASSES, CLOVER, HONEY AND FLAX,

Mr. J. P. McLennan, School of Primary Agriculture and Horticulture,
Burnley. ‘

(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 188.)

Little comment is needed upon the classes I judged at the last Show.

Some of the exhibits were good; others should not have been showmn.
"There were some very good specimens of mangels and swede turnips, and
some of the examples of grasses were exceedingly good.

One school has been exhibiting the same collection of flax specimens
ior two or three years. That, of course, does not indicate what the
school is doing year by year in dealing with flax. The Bendigo district
displayed a non-competitive exhibit. As there was ample room in the
various sections, I think this district should have stood in with the
~others. This individual display is not in the bes{ interests of the com-
petition as a whole.

- CHEESE.
Mr. G. C. Sawers, Department of Agriculture, Melbourne.

(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 190.)

The entries in the Cheese classes were more numerous this year than
last, but, with the exception of the prize lots, the quality generally was
not of the same average standard as in past years. There were two -
main faults, viz., uncleanness of flavor and excessive acidity. An im-
provement was shown in most exhibits in body and texture, only one or
two makes showing weakness and openness of texture and cracked rinds.

In the class suitable for export, only half a point separated the frst
and second competitors. The second cheese was clean and well made,
" Lut had an insipid taste, termed curdy.
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wpa | BUTTER.
Mr. P. J. Carroll. The Rialto, Collins-strect, Melbourne.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 190.)

I regret very sincerely the apathy shown by factory managers it
assisting to make the butter exhibit one worthy of the great industry
it represents. The same indifference was displayed by \ictorian factory
managers in counection with the London Dairy Show, held at Ishington
this year, with the result that most of the principal awards went to
New South Wales factories. The three exhibits forwarded by Victoriau
factory managers were not at all representative of the best factories iu
the State, and consequently the industry received a very bad advertiscient.

In regard to the exhibits at the Royal Show, I have much pleasure
in stating that the quality in the factory classes was well up to the
standard, and the only disappointment was the paucity of euntries.

Those in the export class were, generally speaking, all of good average
quality, the first prize butter being of exceptional merit. 1t will be noted
that even in this State, New South Wales factory managers were respou-
sible for one entry (Barrengarry), the quality of whicli was also very
fine.

Print butter brought forth only four entries, three of which were of
excellent quality, and, mm my opinion, above the average.

Local trade butter was represented by five entries, all of which, with:
one exception, were very fine, and reflected considerable credit upon the
factory managers presenting same.

In the class for dairy butter, there were altogether five entries, the
quality of which, I regret to say, with one exception, was very poor
indeed.

WINES.

Messrs. W. W. Senior, c/o. Matthew lLang & Co., 57 Market-street, Mel--
bourne; W. E. Lillie, c/o. Curcier, Adet & Co., William-street, Mel-
bourne, and C. W. Simmonds, ¢/o. John Connell & Co., Bourke-street,.
Melbourne.

(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 192.)

A large entry was submitted to the judges in this section, and,
generally, the standard of quality was good. With few exceptions, the
wines were well made, and those exhibited in the matured classes showed:
care in preparation and excellent finish.

The 1919 vintage wines were above the average, and it is some years
since such an all round lot of good, healthy, young wines have come
under the judges’ notice. The first prize taker in the Red, Sweet, class
was particularly attractive, and the first prize wine in the Full Bodied,
Dry, White class was also full of quality.

S Commercially, the most valuable among the matured wines are those

" representing Port and Sherry types, and the entries showed no falling
off, either in number or merit. The progressive improvement in the
guality and character of these types during the past few years is notice-
able, especially in those of the Tawny Port type, which now leave little
to be desired in the way of color and condition. They are still too sweet,
in comparison with their European prototype, but, while the public demand
1s for the sweeter wine, the growers are not likely to make any altera-
tion.

The exhibits in the dry classes, of Hock, Chablis and Claret styles,
were mostly good, sound wines, of excellent quality and promise; but
not one amongst the lot showed the real bottle age which is expected
here. These wines contained sufficient acidity to enable them to improve
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for many years, and, as the classes are described as for old bottled wines,
1t 1s regrettable that merchants will not mature them in bottle long
enough to give the character and development required.

The exhibits in the Kiosk classes were good, wholesome wines. The
judges suggest that the quantity of each entry should be not less than
two dozen bottles.

An interesting addition to the schedule was in the classes for Aus-
tralian Whisky and Gin. The quality of both spirits was good, especially
the gin. The whiskies, however, were too young to enable a forecast to
- be made as to hpow they would develop when given the age necessary to
bring out the character of an all malt whisky. The Brandy entries were
few, and the quality not above the average. It might be well to give a
first prize only for brandy, which would harmonise with the prizes in
- the other spirit classes.

FRUITS.

Mr. F. W. Vear, Burwood.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 196.)

I found a general improvement in all the fruit classes staged, and
-exhibitors evidently appreciate the Society’s efforts to make this section
one of the best. The district exhibits were staged much more effectively
than in the previous year, and the work of the judge was not quite so
difficult. I think it would be- worth a trial to take the frmit out of the
cases and place it on the stands before judging. The cases forwarded
for exhibition could be packed firmly by the exhibitors. I do not think
that any fruit exhibited in the section for fruit on trays should be more
‘than three-quarters of an inch above the side of the trays.

HORTICULTURE.

Mr. G. Cooper, Alexandra Gardens, Melbourne.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 198.)

I have pleasure in stating that the display in the Horticulture section,
. although confined to one exhibitor, was highly satisfactory. The plants,
- on the whole, were on the small side, but were well grown and healthy.

I was particularly impressed by the show of Aspidistras, three Palms,
Cocas Weddelliana, Latania Barbonica, and Rhaphis Flabelleformis.
" The last named were particularly good; while that of Crotons, Ferns,
- Cordylines, Window Boxes, Hanging Basket, and a group of plants, made
up a most attractive display.

The fact that there was only one exhibitor in the section evidently
- shows that it was not generally known that there was to have been such a
competition, and I would respectfully suggest that the Society make the
- competition more widely known. The displays would be much larger, and
- the competitions correspondingly keener. .

APICULTURE.

Mr. H. S. Lee, 15 Cambridge-street, Hawthorn.
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 199.)

I much regret that the exhibits were so meagre as to almost call for
- no comment. The Clear Honey, both light and dark, was of very good.
quality, but in both these classes there was no competition, all the former
being staged by one competitor, and the latter by just two. In Beeswax,
. again there was but one exhibit, which I might describe as being very fair.

N\
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WOMEN’S INDUSTRIES.

PLAIN AND FANCY NEEDLEWORK

Mrs. Harvey-Smith, “Woodside,” Upper Beaconstield -
(Complete awards in this Section will be found on page 200 )

I have much pleasure in reporting that the exhibits in the Plain and
Fancy Needlework compared favorably with those of previous Shows.
Every year I can see a vast improvement in the work. The nwumber of
the exhibits exceeded any previous Show, and many articles were excel-
lent in workmanship.

The crochet work, in cotton or linen thread, was the finest work of
its class that I have ever seen, both for its general excellence of work
and beauty of design. Another piece of work which stood out above all
others was a hand-made camisole, the sewing being Dbeautifully necat.
Shirts, made in cotton or flannel, were also very accurate.

Great praise is due to the dressmakers. Coats and skirts were well
- finished, and of good style. The improvement in millinery was also most
- noticeable.

I was pleased to see more interest taken in the infant’s outfit, though
there is still much room for improvement. Onune could hardly call a coat,
a hat and a bib an outfit. Infants’ bonnets—such easy articles to make—
were poor in quality and few in number.

Trousseau sets were good in style, and well made.

Socks were good, on the whole, but some exhibitors knitted rather
too tightly.

Embroidered photo frames have gone out of fashion. In this class
the entries were few and poor.

The much-favored class for crochet afternoon tea cloths was well
filled again, and here some splendid work was shown; and, as there were
.also some very fine designs, the judging was most difficult.

The eyelet work was also very fine, and competition was keen.

The entries in the class for a tea cosy were numerous, but some of
the exhibits were badly made up. There was a great falling off in the
quality of d’oyleys in crochet work, although some pretty ones were well
worked on linen.

The embroidered handkerchiefs were very dainty, and the initials on
handkerchiefs were much improved.

ARTS AND CRAFTS.

‘Mrs. Theo. Anderson, Temple Court, Collins-street, Melbourne.
(C mplete awards in this Section will be found on page 204.)

The standard of work in the Arts and Crafts classes shows a steady
-improvement each year. It is gratifying to note that the entries are also
increasing. This, no doubt, is due to the increased amount of prize
- money that has been offered.

FOODS.

Miss Flora Pell, Domestic Art School, Vere-street, Collingwood.
(Comp'ete awards in this Section will be found on page 206.)

The items for competition, on the whole, were of a very lngh
- standard, and the number of entries compared favorably with last year’s
" totals. The fact of the exhibits being sent in on Saturday, and not being
. ]udged till the Monday, made no difference to the awarding of the prizes.
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‘The scones suffered the most, of course, but every competitor shared the-
same disadvantage or advantage. .

Fruit cakes, sponges and shortbread stand out as being very fine
indeed, and the bottled fruits and jams indicated an intelligent know-
ledge of the principles on whicli the preparation and preserving of fruits
depend.  Syrup was of a ‘good strength to preserve color, soundness.
and shape, and the entries added greatly to the general show of this
section. Adequate provision was made for keeping the foodstuffs all
under cover in glass cases. The public could view the same 1 comfiort,
and with least detriment to the perishables. :

The building used for the women’s section, to my mind, is anything
but ideal. The equipment inside is good, the cases to hold the work
being quite satisfactory; but in the annexe that is used ‘these cannot be-
shown to advantage at all. Nationally, this section is one of the most.
important, and should have ‘a building in keeping with its position.



