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Mr. P. B. Ronald 

Sir Henry Winneke, opening the 
1974 Royal Show. 

President's report 
to members 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure, on behalf of the Council of the Royal Agricultural 
Society of Victoria to report to you on the Society's activities for twelve 
months ending 31st December, 1974. 

The past year has not been an easy one for the country people 
but despite their anxiety they continued to support the Society, their 
breed societies, and especially the 1974 Royal Melbourne Show. It is 
very pleasing to again report that a new total entry record was 
established. 

On the other hand the Society suffered rather badly over the Royal 
Show period with unprecedented bad weather, cutting the attendance 
figure to 777,357, which was 136,477 below that of 1973. 

Essential works carried out during the year included new turnstiles 
in Brisbane Avenue, No. 3 Gate in Langs Road, No. 4 Gate in Leonard 
Crescent, a new Main Gate in Plummer Avenue, re-roofing of the Hall 
of Commerce and general maintenance, and the cost to the Society 
for this work was just on $200,000. 

During the year negotiations were finalised with the Department 
of Agriculture to take over the Government Pavilion for the use of the 
Kennel Control Council. This action was taken on the understanding 
that a new Government Pavilion will be erected in the near future. 

As the weather was so consistently bad this permitted the huge 
dog entry to be judged without undue delays because of rain. 

It is the first time since the Pavilion was erected in 1917 that the 
Department of Agriculture did not use the venue for a Royal Show 
display. However, provision was made for the Department's display in 
Smith Street, in the former General Motors Pavilion. 

As stated last year, the Council is anxious to make more use of the 
Showgrounds during the year, and for this reason various recommenda-
tions have been made by the Planning Committee, resulting in sub-
missions to the Government. 

It must be understood that plans of such magnitude need much 
thought and careful consideration at all levels, especially regarding the 
future of trotting at the Showgrounds, this has caused unavoidable 
delays in our overall redevelopment plans. 

The 1974 
Royal Melbourne 
Show 

This year the Royal Show was conducted over 11 days and nine 
nights from Wednesday, September 18 to Saturday, September 28 
inclusive. 

The additional day, Wednesday, September 18, was used for horse 
judging and led classes of fat cattle on the Main Arena, and proved 
a great success with exhibitors. This innovation permitted the full use 
of the arena on Thursday for beef and dairy cattle judging, and was a 
great spectacle, marred only by the bad weather conditions later in 
the day. 
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1. The Shah of Iran, and R.A.S. President 
Mr. P. B. Ronald, on a tour of the Royal 
Show. 

2. Mrs. H. Ronald congratulates a 
Champion. 

3. A Floral arrangement of note. 
4. Puffed up with pride — a pigeon big-

shot. 
5. A cagefull of mischief in the Cat 

Section. 
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OFFICIAL OPENING 
The Official Opening was carried out on the 

Main Arena at 2.30 p.m. on Saturday, September 21 
by our newly appointed Victorian Governor and 
Society Patron, His Excellency, The Honourable 
Sir Henry Winneke, K.C.M.G., O.B.E., K.St.J., Q.C. 
This ceremony too was affected by rain but never-
theless is Excellency indicated his interest in the 
primary industries fields and his awareness of 
conditions in country Victoria. 

We were privileged to have among our other 
guests on this occasion The Right Hon. The Lord 
Mayor of Melbourne, Councillor Ronald J. Walker, 
and the Lady Mayoress, The Hon. Vernon F. Wilcox, 
Q.C., M.P., Attorney-General — representing the 
Premier of Victoria, and Mrs. Wilcox, Colonel J. M. 
Murphy. M.C., Officer Commanding 3rd Military 
Distrit. and Mrs. Murphy, and Her Worship The 
Mayor of Essendon, Cr. D. E. Fullarton, accompanied 
by her son, Mr. Neil Fullarton. 

VISIT BY SHAH OF IRAN 
On Tuesday, September 24, we had the honour 

and privilege to welcome and entertain their Imperial 
Majes"ies, The Shahanshan Aryarnehr and the Shah-
banou of Iran. 

Their Imperial Majesties were guests at a 
Council luncheon which was also attended by the 
Hon. I. W. Smith, Minister of Agriculture, and Mrs. 
Smith with a number of prominent businessmen 
and their wives. 

The Society made changes in the arena pro-
gramme so that their Imperial Majesties could 
witness a Grand Parade after which they made a 
brief tour of attractions of the Royal Show. 

ARENA ATTRACTIONS 
It was generally agreed that the overall pro-

gramme for this year's Show was one of the best 
ever presented. 

Among the features were the Great Silvanas, 
a high wire motor-cycle act, David Pinkerton, Aus-
tralia's trail bike champion, the Precision Car Driving 
Team, Polo, Tent Pegging, Camp Drafting, the 
Victoria Mounted and Mobile Police demonstrations, 
Obedience Dog Trials, Sheep Dog Trials, Dressage 
demonstrations, Fireworks displays, Grand Parades, 
and the usual Show jumping competitions. 
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OTHER ATTRACTIONS 
For the first time Donkeys were shown 

in competition and Stock Horse classes 
and demonstrations created much interest. 

Cavies (Guinea Pigs) were also shown 
in competition and this hobby has a large 
following. 

The National Bank Barnyard, established 
in Merrett Avenue incorporating the long 
established Animal Nursery was an out-
standing success, whilst the Wild Life 
display occupying the old animal nursery 
site was always filled to capacity. 

Other attractions such as the Musical 
Fountains, the Rees Puppets and cottage 
industries demonstrations were all well 
received. 

The 1974 Royal Show had the privilege 
of staging four National Championships, 
these were for Wines, Sheep Shearing, 
Fleeces and the first ever National Friesian 
Cattle Feature Show. All proved extremely 
successful. 

BEEF SY
he  
MPO

dram
UM SI

atic downturn in beef 
prices, the Society in conjunction with the 
Australian Meat Board, organised a Beef 
Symposium on Sunday, September 22, at 
the Lawn Dining Room, Flemington Race-
course. 

The symposium was chaired by Colonel 
M. H. McArthur, O.B.E., a Council Member 
of the R.A.S.V. and Chairman of the Aus-
tralian Meat Board, and took as its theme, 
"What Happened to Beef." Speakers in-
cluded A.M.B. representatives from the 
United Kingdom and E.E.C., Japan and 
South East Asia, the Middle East, the 
U.S.A. and Canada, all of whom outlined 
the present situation and gave their pre-
dictions for the future of beef in their 
respective areas. 

These speakers were supported by 
representatives from the export and 
domestic market trade in Australia. 

ENIRIES 
Entnes received were 32,917, thus cre- 

ating a new record and exceeding that 
established in 1973 by 1,532. 

With the exception of the Sheep Section 
practically every livestock section had 
best ever entries. 

OVERSEAS JUDGES 
Of the nine overseas judges invited to 

adjudicate at the 1974 Royal Melbourne 
Show, two judged dogs, six judged horses, 
and one judged the First National Friesian 
Feature. 

Mr. Arthur Zane, Hawaii, and Mrs. Merle 
Smith of California judged the huge Dog 
Section and proved very popular with 
exhibitors. 

After many years the Clydesdale exhibit-
ors faced a Scottish judge, Mr. J. Brewster, 
"Straun Park", Cupar-Fife, who created 
tremendous interest in his approach to 
judging. 

A husband and wife team — Major and 
Mrs. T. W. I. Hedley, Windermere, Cumbria, 
judged the record Arab entry, whilst Mr. 
Alan Wilding-Davies, Herefordshire, judged 
the Welsh Mountain Ponies. 

Saddle Horses and Equestrian Turnouts 
were judged by Mr. John Shedden, Glou-
cestershire, and the Hon. Dianna Connolly-
Carew came from Kildare, Ireland to judge 
jumping events. 

To celebrate the First National Friesian 
Feature Show, the Society was fortune's  
in obtaining the services of Mr. John‘, 
Moffitt, of Stockfield, Northumberland, ltd 
judge the record entry. 

On behalf of the Council and Members 
of the Society I extend my sincere thanks 
to the many talented Australian judges 
who so ably supported our overseas judges 
under anything but the best weather con-
ditions. I wish also to express gratitude 
to all those honorary stewards, steward-
esses and the numerous other officials for 
their loyal co-operation and outstanding 
contribution to the 1974 Royal Melbourne 
Show. 
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other 
R.A.S.V. 
activities 
BREED SOCIETIES: 

The formation and support of Breed Societies 
has always been among the main aims and objects 
of the R.A.S.V., and for over almost a century our 
Society has been custodian of the records of many 
such societies. 

We have at all times endeavoured to co-operate 
in every way possible with these organisations and 
to provide a service acceptable to their members. 

As I said last year, it is essential that we liaise 
closely and have a complete understanding of the 

oblems confronting each of us. by so doing the 
.cellent co-operation which has always been 

apparent between the R.A.S.V. and the organisa-
tions will continue. 

These organisations have for many years been 
provided with secretarial services which to a large 
extent have been subsidised by the R.A.S.V., but 
increased costs, especially those of wages and 
salaries, continue to be a problem, and are causing 
concern in budgeting. 

During the year the Victorian Herd Improvement 
Association and the Artificial Breeders' Association 
combined and created the Herd Improvement Or-
ganisation. This body has now moved its secretarial 
services from the R.A.S.V. and although we regretted 
this action we wish the new organisation well in 
its future role. 

The Australian South Devon Breeders' Associa-
tion Executive also decided to transfer their sec-
retariat to New South Wales. 

We welcome the formation of the Maine-Anjou 
Cattle Breeders' Association of Australia and look 
forward to a long and mutually satisfying period of 
working with their members. 

At the present time the Society is carrying out 
the secretarial work for 48 breed societies and 
allied organisations. 

eSIAPETITIONS: 

a. Farm Competitions Association 

This org anisation received a set-back during 
the year when the Department of Agriculture advised 
that its officers would not be available in future 
to judge the District Championships of the wheat 
crop competitions. 

The Association will conduct crop competitions 
at local society level, and the R.A.S.V. has agreed 
to continue to supply prize money for these com-
petitions. 

Although the past season was not a good one 
for wheat growers because of large infestations of 
rust, the Crop Competitions continued to attract 
good support. 

b. The Victorian Farm Management, Production and 
Improvement Competition. 

The responsibility for selecting State finalists in 
the competition was again left to the Victorian 
Agricultural Societies Association Groups and al-
though the number of finalists was below that of 
the previous year and somewhat disappointing, the 
winners were of a high standard. 

Section winners were:— 
Section A (up to $250,000 Gross Capital 
Investment). 

A. M. & M. B. Jans, Meeniyan. Nomin-
ated by the Leongatha Agricultural Society 
through the Central and South Gippsland 
Group. 

Section B (over $250,000 Gross Capital 
Investment). 

J. C. & P. R. Lyons, Melville Forest. 
Nominated by the Coleraine Agricultural 
Society through the Western Group. 

On behalf of my Council I take this 
opportunity to express appreciation to the 
Commonwealth Banking Corporation for 
its continued support and increased prize 
money for the current competition. 

To the judges, including Officers of the 
Department of Agriculture and the Com-
monwealth Bank, who travelled throughout 
most of the State, we express our sincere 
thanks. 
c. The District Fleece Competition. 

Country agricultural societies continue 
to give strong support to this competition, 
which in conjunction with the National 
Fleece Competition this year, made a very 
worthwhile contribution to an industry 
going through a depressed period. 
d. Pre-Royal Show Journalists' Tour. 

This year the Shell/R.A.S.V. Journalists' 
Tour visited the Swan Hill/Kerang area. 
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We express sincere thanks to the Shell 
Group of Companies which has sponsored 
this Tour since 1957, and over that time 
made a tremendous contribution to our 
Royal Show by giving media representa-
tives an opportunity to see at first hand 
the work carried out by breeders and 
exhibitors in preparing stock and other 
exhibits for the Royal Show. 

We are indebted to the Swan Hill and 
Kerang District A. & P. Societies for pre-
senting outstanding displays of livestock, 
craftwork, and local industry products, for 
the benefit of the touring party. 

Mr. G. R. Starritt, Vice-President of the 
R.A.S.V. was Tour Leader and his know-
ledge of the district assisted greatly in 
making the Tour such an outstanding 
success. 

CHANGES IN COUNCIL 

We congratulate Mr. Lance Cunningham 
and Mr. Keith Drummond on their twenty 
years of service to the Society and their 
well earned right to be elected Honorary 
Life Councillors. 

Also, we congratulate Mr. P. J. R. Steele 
on his appointment to Vice Chairman of the 
Victoria Racing Club, and regret that it 
was necessary for him to resign from the 
Council. 

We welcome Mr. Bruce Langlands, Sir 
Cecil Looker, and Mr. Colin Kelly to the 
Council and express the hope that they 
will find satisfaction and give generously 
of their many talents in serving the Society. 

(Continued on Page 10) 

1. Best of a mighty good entry in the 
Dog Section. 

2. Young Farmers shearing against the 
clock. 

3. Journalists take a breather during a 
busy pre-Show Tour. 

4. The Meat Board Chief, Colonel 
McArthur, O.B.E., with guests try 
the steak at the Beef Symposium lunch. 
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A Grand Parade on one of the few 
fine days. 

The 1973 Champion Dairy Cow, a 
Jersey, also won the title in 1974. 
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his duties as our Director, and to the 
members of the staff for the loyal and 
dedicated manner in which they have 
carried out the functions of the Society 
during the past year. 

P. B. Ronald, 

President. 
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COMPARATIVE LIST OF ENTRIES 
Section 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 

Clydesdales 125 120 138 100 108 128 113  
Farm and Lorry 21 17 27 30 2d 31 31 
Arabs 84 78 59 72 83 80 112 
Trotters 48 58 31 41 45 37 32 
Palominos - 30 34 43 43 62 
Quarier Horses - - 5 12 11 17 30 
Galloways 67 64 41 46 62 48 57 
Ponies 253 284 275 307 328 356 394 
Connemaras - - - - 21 16 17 
Horses (Led) 37 39 37 36 34 46 48 
Saddle Horses, etc. 1,813 1,773 1,777 1,857 1,615 1,995 2,104 
Scallions 83 86 77 77 93 89 125 
Harness Horses, etc. 219 213 219 212 241 265 279 
Stock Horses - - - - - 41 
Donkeys - - - - - 58 
Riding 	Competitions 1,150 1,229 1,337 1,441 1,614 1,678 1,863 
NovelLy Horse Events 383 330 514 480 515 539 579 
Jumping Competitions 613 659 739 640 663 718 642 
Wood Chopping and Sawing 888 731 839 655 865 750 915 
Tug-O'-War 16 16 16 17 16 18 12 
Fat Cattle 101 174 235 243 364 355 349 
Beef Shorthorns 114 144 174 165 158 145 209 
Poll Shorthorns 
Herefords 

42 
97 

64 
126 

70 
152 

61 
147 

45 
134 18565 2359  

Poll Herefords 148 165 177 162 155 205 259 
Angus 221 261 314 253 267 291 380 
Devons - - - - - 7 17 
Santa Gertrudis - 5 25 27 29 42 49 
Galloways 17 17 33 37 20 41 45 
Murray Greys 53 62 72 86 92 117 150 
Brahmans 6 17 25 42 33 37 52 
Brafords - - 8 14 9 18 20 
Brangus - 4 6 10 9 
South Devons - 2 - 2 
Charolais - - - - 4 11 12 
Herdmen's Competition 12 10 9 13 11 11 10 
Red Polls 74 64 50 36 43 61 83 
Dairy Shorthorns 175 204 189 243 266 256  209 
Aust. 	Illawarra Shorthorns 96 128 98 155 209 145 90 
Ayrshires 188 212 195 178 225 202 172 
Jerseys 711 711 794 681 572 562 555 
Guernseys 240 239 256 255 266 247

6 
 

47 
 253 

Friesians 384 420 458 462 490 520 
Lincolns - 3 1 4 7 2 3 
English Leicesters - 7 13 5 10 - - 
Border Leicesters 178 198 200 137 106 59 28 
Romney Marsh 66 47 34 33 38 32 26 
Cheviots 73 73 83 50 80 60 48 
Southdowns 77 69 93 123 108 95 95 
Shropshires 5 7 2 4 - 3 1 
Suffolks 28 27 21 25 20 44 51 
Dorset Horns 164 183 165 135 124 127 142 
Ryelands 106 144 108 115 123 128 104 
Hampshire Downs - - - - - 
Dorset Downs - - 1 - - 2 
Poll Dorsets 329 306 329 314 302 329 305 
Corriedales 35 35 52 44 37 25 22 
South-Suffolks 5 2 16 11 - 8 8 
Perendales - 16 12 8 7 6 
Trade Lamb Competition 9 39 43 17 22 24 18 
Fleeces 331 318 276 309 268 288 321 
Sheep Dog Trials 90 78 111 98 94 68 80 
Sheep Shearing Competitions 68 93 79 66 90 74 101 
Goats 
Pigs 

191 
686 

254 
767 

223 
775 

198 
951 

212 
1.158 

253 
884 631413  

Poultry 1,271 1,400 1,669 1,723 1,846 1,654 1,809 
Eggs (Commercial) 170 189 222 207 174 161 159 
Pigeons 910 1,002 1.073 1,275 1,259 1,083 955 
Budgerigars, etc. 586 485 426 666 476 597 4'3  
Wines, etc. 937 893 900 1,300 1,208 1,575 1.657 
Dairy Produce 286 281 215 244 236 184 188 
Farm Produce 228 205 152 138 142 151 85 
Floriculture 51 63 70 78 80 63 66 
Apiculture 123 129 132 134 102 135 90 
Ar's and Crafts 2,876 2,899 3,111 2,987 4,136 4,075 4.277 
Photography - 983 1,129 950 952 1.061 859 
Dogs 4,777 4,809 4,895 4,827 5,557 5.713 5,438 
vo.,6ri  Flrmers' Competitions 147 141 102 126 1'1 197 110 

Trottina Races 325 300 262 324 319 337 266 

Farm Gadgets 55 40 52 53 60 53 41 

Cats 608 636 747 748 885 1,499 1,5'8 

r‘-‘,iPS -- - - 78 
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"Equal to the best in the world "(J.BREWSTER,Clyclesdaie Judge; Scotland). 

ENTRY CLOSING DATES 
APRIL 1 	 Lambs Wool. 

JUNE 18 	 Horse Events and Contests, Woodchopping. 

JULY 2 	 Sheep Dog Trials, Viticulture. 

JULY 9 	 Fat, Beef. Dual Purpose and Dairy Cattle, Dogs, Pigeons. 

JULY 23 	 Sheep, Goats. Pigs. Dairy and Farm Produce, Apiculture, Arts and Crafts, School Competitions, 

Cats and Kittens, Young Farmers Competitions, Farm Gadgets, Poultry. 

AUGUST 4 	 Sheep Shearing. 

AUGUST 8 	 Photography. 

AUGUST 13 	 Bacon and Pork Pig Carcase Competitions. 

AUGUST 20 	 Trotting Races, Tug-O-War, Budgerigars, Caged Birds, Cavies. 

AUGUST 22 	 District Fleece Competition. 

AUGUST 29 	 Domestic Trade Lamb Competition. 

SEPT. 1 	 Budgerigars (unbroken cap classes), Floriculture Competitions. 

SEPT. 8 	 Victorian Fleece Competition. 

1975 ROYAL MELBOURNE SHOW SEPTEMBER 17-27))  


