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RASV
INTRODUCTION

The Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria Limited (RASV) has a
long and proud history of supporting and promoting excellence
in agriculture, primarily through conducting highly credible
benchmarking award programs and events.

RASV: Celebrating agriculture since 1848

Our Purpose: To celebrate agriculture, cultivate events and
strengthen communities

Our Vision: The RASV is globally recognised as a seal of
excellence, highly valued for:

« Showcasing food and beverage, produce and producers
+ Presenting premier events

« Activating and creating vibrant event spaces

Our Values: Will guide and inspire our staff and
volunteers to build a positive culture at the RASV,

Melbourne Showgrounds and the many events and
activities that we conduct.

i

Fearless: Take risks, speak up and have the courage to
back yourself.

Innovative: Explore and support new ways of thinking to
deliver the best solution.

Respectful: Embrace our heritage and diversity, listen and
treat people as you would like to be treated.

Successful: Pursue our shared goals, strive to be the best at
what we do and celebrate our wins.

Together: Be open, work together and have fun.
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2020/21 in Review

The Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria (RASV)

completed the financial year (ending 31 March 2021) with
much optimism after navigating through the many challenges
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The impact of the pandemic on the business was immense,
however the RASV continued to deliver initiatives that
focused on celebrating agriculture, cultivating events and
strengthening communities. Despite the downturn of the
events industry and the cancellation of the iconic Royal
Melbourne Show for the first time in 75 years, the RASV made
a profit before incorporation of the Joint Venture loss of
$1,882,613, mainly due to support received from both the
State and Federal Governments.

The annual turnover of the business was $14.1 million
representing a $19.9 million (58.6%) decrease from the
previous year.

Despite the immense challenges of the year that included
several months of stay-at-home orders in metropolitan
Melbourne, lockdowns, working from home and restrictions
on public gatherings, the RASV provided a critical service to
Victoria’s fight against the COVID-19 pandemic.

The RASV worked with the Department of Health and Human
Services and Western Health to establish a COVID-19 Testing
Site at Melbourne Showgrounds. Operating since June 2020,
the Testing Centre has completed around 100,000 tests.

The COVID-19 health crisis was unprecedented and the
ongoing social distancing measures and mass gathering
restrictions meant that in April 2020, in the best interest of
public health, the RASV announced the cancellation of the
2020 Royal Melbourne Show.



The Royal Melbourne Show had only been called off on

two occasions since RASV was formed in 1848. First, when
Melbourne Showgrounds was requisitioned for the war effort
in 1915 and again in WWII between 1940-1945.

After the cancellation, alternative opportunities were explored
to present some of the elements of the Royal Melbourne Show
online in a virtual experience that would support food and
agricultural producers.

Taking place during what would have been the Royal
Melbourne Show, Celebrating the Show Online was an 11-day
online festival designed to keep the spirit of the Show alive in
2020. Included in the program was a live farm-cam, interviews,
videos, photos from past Shows along with interactive
competitions, theme days and more.

The 2020 Australian Distilled Spirits Awards was the only
RASV award program to be successfully conducted, despite
the many challenges it faced throughout the year. Innovation
inspired the RASV to take the judging of the awards into a
virtual space in 2020 with judges from around Australia sent
samples of each of the spirits, bitters and liqueurs to allow
the judging to occur via an online platform. This innovation
ensured that 41 industry experts assessed the record breaking
619 products, awarding a record 51 gold, 204 silver and

204 bronze medals.

After a year in development, the 30-year vision for Our
Showgrounds, Our Future was completed in February 2021.
The exciting vision outlines a blueprint to celebrate and
strengthen Victorian agriculture, food and regions along
with delivering increased value to all Victorians as a major
cultural, social and economic asset, connecting Regional
Victoria to Melbourne.

The ideas and valuable feedback from RASV stakeholders
greatly assisted in framing the vision to transform Melbourne
Showgrounds into a centre of excellence for Victoria’s
agriculture, food and beverage sectors and a year-round
events, entertainment and commercial precinct.

The RASV is working to the strategic roadmap for 2020-2023,
positioning the business with five key pillars:

« Awards and Competitions

+ Venue

« Royal Melbourne Show

« People

« Sustainability
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President & Chair

Matt is the President and Chairman of the RASV, elected in 2016, having been a Director
since 2011. Matt owns and lives on a commercial dairy farm in Gippsland with his wife

Jo and their three children. He has an extensive background in government and private
enterprise and holds a Bachelor of Agricultural Science, Master of Science in Agricultural
Economics (Marketing) and a Graduate Diploma in Agribusiness. He also represents the
RASV on the Joint Venture vehicle with the State of Victoria as a Director of Showgrounds
Nominees Pty Ltd.

Deputy Chair

Catherine has considerable executive and board experience, having held senior
management roles in government, agribusiness, pharmaceuticals and specialist equine
veterinary practice throughout her career. Catherine is currently Deputy Chair of Harness
Racing Victoria and Non-Executive Director of Racing Analytical Services, a member of

the Victorian Animal Welfare Advisory Council and the CEO of Pony Club Australia Ltd.
Catherine holds both Bachelor and Masters degrees in Veterinary Science, an MBA from the
University of Melbourne and is a Graduate of the Australian Institute of Company Directors.
Catherine joined the Board in 2017 and was elected to the role of Deputy Chair in March
2020. Catherine is the Chair of the Performance and Culture Board Sub Committee.

Darrin is Partner with EY’s Infrastructure Advisory team in Melbourne and a leading
adviser on capital investment projects in Australia. Darrin has been Partner with EY for
15 years and before that he was Partner at PwC where he worked for 10 years. Darrin
graduated in engineering from the University of Nottingham UK and has a Master of
Science degree in management from the University of Manchester UK. He is an affiliate
member of the CPA. He has 35 years’ experience working in infrastructure, specialising
in the delivery of infrastructure projects including commerecial, strategic and financial
advice, project structuring, risk identification and contract negotiations. Darrin joined
as a Director in 2015 and is the Chair of the Master Plan Working Group that developed a
business case for the redevelopment of the Showgrounds in 2020. He is also a member of
the Audit and Risk Management Board Sub-Committee since 2015.

Noelene is a farmer from the South Gippsland region of Victoria operating two farms, a beef
breeding operation and a dairy heifer replacement operation. Having served considerable
time on both the Berwick and Dandenong Show Societies, of which she is a Life Member

of each, she was appointed to the Council in 1995 and recognised with Life Membership

in 2017. In 2008, Noelene was awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia for service to
primary industry through the agricultural show movement in Victoria, and as a mentor to
youth within the rural sector. Noelene joined the Board of Directors in 2011 and is a member
of the Performance and Culture Board Sub-Committee.



Jason has a beef cattle property in the Tallarook region in Central Victoria and is President
of the Seymour Agricultural and Pastoral Society and former President of the Pakenham
Agricultural & Horticultural Society. In the past, he has worked for the University of
Melbourne, Federation University in Ballarat, Federal and State Governments and Qantas.
In 2007, Jason was awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) for his service

to the community through a range of social welfare, cultural, political and agricultural
organisations. He is a Life Councillor of the RASYV, elected to Council in 1991, and elected a
Director in 2009. Jason is a member of the Performance and Culture Board Sub-Committee,
Chairman of the Garryowen Hall of Fame and is a member of the Heritage Committee.

Peter has worked as a senior executive and Director in the Victorian Government including
as Head of Sport and Recreation Victoria, Veterans Affairs and the Energy Efficiency
Authority. He has a BSc (Hon) degree from Melbourne University, a PhD from Monash
University and an MBA from RMIT University. Peter currently works as a consultant
supporting Government, sports and community organisations, on strategic planning,
governance and major construction projects. He is presently a member of a number of
Boards in the community and sport sectors. Peter joined the Board in 2019 is the Chair of
the Audit and Risk Management Board Sub-Committee.

Robert is a CPA Registered and Tax Agent and a director and secretary to over 60
companies. Robert owns the firm TFR Group, specialising in Family and Corporate
accounting, taxation and commercial matters. Robert has a long history of accounting and
taxation knowledge and has been a CPA for almost 20 years. His interest in agriculture
stems from the family cattle farm at Gruyere in the Yarra Valley region of Victoria. It was
on this property that Robert began to appreciate the hard yards that many farmers go
through. Robert has a deep understanding of the economics of agriculture and its social and
economic importance to Victoria and Australia. Robert joined the Board in 2019 and is a
member of the Audit and Risk Management Board Sub-Committee.

Chief Executive Officer

Brad is an accomplished and trusted leader who has more than 25 years of senior
management experience achieving desired outcomes for highly respected Victorian
organisations, particularly member based, and across a broad range of sectors including
events, venues, hospitality, entertainment, leisure, sport, agriculture and media. Brad
joined the RASV in April 2008 as General Manager, Marketing and Business Development
and in 2018 was made Chief Commercial Officer. The RASV Board appointed Brad as

Chief Executive Officer in October 2019. Brad has led the organisation during 2020/21,
successfully navigating through the challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic. Brad
is an authentic commercially astute leader that demonstrates genuine interest and support
for his high performance team and all those involved in the RASV and is committed to
driving continuous improvement, innovation and growth.



PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

The RASYV, like many organisations throughout

Australia and the world experienced many

challenges throughout 2020, brought on by the
COVID-19 pandemic that occupied much of our

lives during 2020/21.

The business was impacted significantly throughout the
2020/2021 financial year due to the cancellation of the Royal
Melbourne Show and hundreds of other events, exhibitions,
gala dinners, trade shows and concerts that utilise
Melbourne Showgrounds each year.

In a year that saw almost no events held at Melbourne
Showgrounds from 1 April 2020, it was particularly pleasing
that Melbourne Showgrounds commenced its role in assisting
in Victoria’s road to recovery. The opening of the COVID-19
Testing Centre and for a short time an Urgent Care Centre,
allowed Melbourne Showgrounds to provide a service to the
local community and greater Victoria in a time of great need.

Managed in partnership between Western Health and the
Department of Health, the COVID-19 Testing Centre remains
open today and has scaled up and down to meet the demands
required to increase testing numbers during outbreaks. The
Testing Centre has been located inside the Exhibition Pavilion,
Building 1, which many of our members will know as the
Livestock Pavilion at the Royal Melbourne Show.

Whilst Melbourne Showgrounds has been a valuable State
asset during the COVID pandemic, I am sure I speak for all
of us when I say that I look forward to once again seeing this
Pavilion host trade shows and events that bring all of our
community together.

Despite the immense challenges that faced the business and
its people, the Board was pleased to see the great progress
made on the Vision for Melbourne Showgrounds, Our
Showgrounds, Our Future.
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Leading consultancies PwC, NH Architecture and Capire
Consulting Group were engaged to prepare the vision to
ensure the much-loved precinct can best serve the needs

of Victorians now and for generations to come. With

several community consultation workshops, meetings and
opportunities for comments, our members, exhibitors, clients
and sponsors were all provided the opportunity to be involved
in the master plan process and assisted to shape the future of
Melbourne Showgrounds.

With the announcement of the 2020 Royal Melbourne Show
cancellation in April, there was a desire to continue to keep
the spirit of the Show alive with an online presence. An
exciting program of online content was produced and shared
throughout the Royal Melbourne Show social and digital
platforms that included some magnificent interviews, videos
and even a podcast series that celebrated the experiences of
some of the Royal Melbourne Show’s long-term exhibitors.

Pleasingly, not all of the Royal Melbourne Show program was
held online. The inaugural RASV Hoof and Hook Competition
was held, offering agricultural schools and tertiary institutions,
along with beef cattle breeders, the opportunity to enter and
exhibit the cattle they were preparing for the Royal Melbourne
Show Beef Carcase Competition.

Held regionally in Yea and following strict COVID-19
protocols, RASV Directors Noelene King OAM and Jason
Ronald OAM attended the event alongside many of the

Beef Cattle Committee and a selection of RASV stakeholders.
I congratulate everyone who worked hard to make this event
a success with the judging livestreamed to allow the students
and exhibitors to watch and celebrate their hard work and
dedication.
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It was a year of many ‘firsts’ including the first ever RASV
Annual General Meeting that was held as an online forum.
This meeting provided a great opportunity to provide an
update on the vision for Melbourne Showgrounds and for
members to hear from myself and our CEO Brad Jenkins.

Additionally, we convened our first Competitions Committee
and Advisory Group Chairpersons meeting via Microsoft
Teams. This was a terrific way for us to strengthen our
engagement and working relationships with the expert
volunteers that help to organise and facilitate the suite of
RASV Competitions and Award Programs.

Many of our Committees underwent a change in members
throughout the year and I would like to acknowledge and
thank John Betts (Poultry), John Harris (Alpaca), Jack Rae
OAM (Heritage), David Spencer (Beef Cattle) and Jessica
Sutherland (Sheep) who announced their retirement from the
Committees in 2020/21.

In particular I acknowledge the contribution of Jack Rae
OAM whose retirement from the RASV Heritage Committee
earlier this year, formally ended his roles on numerous RASV
and Royal Melbourne Show Committees, in a volunteering
capacity that extends beyond 70 years. Few others have ever
contributed so much time and energy to the RASV and on
behalf of everyone, I thank Jack for his incredible service.

We were pleased to welcome several new volunteers to the
Committee and Advisory Groups including Dean Matthews
and Elizabeth Porter (Horses in Action), Emma Brown and
Jeni Port (Royal Melbourne Wine Awards), Maddy Bissels
(Alpaca), Cindy Smith (Beef Cattle), Samantha Wan and Craig
Trickey (Fleece), Malcolm Sanders (Art, Craft & Cookery),

Jill Noble (Sheep), Geoff Kirton (Dairy Cattle), Natalie Akers
(Poultry) and Ray Tonkin (Heritage).

The RASV greatly appreciates the support and contribution
of all Committee and Advisory Group members who work
with RASV to ensure the delivery of events that are relevant,
engaging and assist in further education and promotion of
Victorian agriculture.

Recognizing the immense challenges facing the Royal and
agricultural show sector, it was terrific to share in the Federal
Governments $32 million relief package as part of the
Supporting Agricultural Shows and Field Days program. On
behalf of the Board and everyone at the RASV, I extended my
sincere thanks to Agriculture Minister David Littleproud for
his support of the Royal Melbourne Show and wider regional
and agricultural show sector.

I extend a sincere thanks to The Hon. Mary-Anne Thomas,
Minister for Regional Development and Agriculture.
Appointed to the portfolio in December 2020, Minister
Thomas has shown great interest in the RASV, Melbourne
Showgrounds and the Royal Melbourne Show. We look forward
to strengthening our collaboration with the Minister’s office

to deliver innovative programs and events that support
agriculture and rural and regional Victoria.

The RASV is also most grateful to former Minister for
Agriculture and Regional Development, The Hon. Jaclyn
Symes, for her support of the RASV. We congratulate Minister
Symes on her appointment to Victorian Attorney-General and
look forward to her continued support.



PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

(continued)

The Board was particularly pleased to see the launch of the
RASV Youth Advisory Group to support and nurture the next
generation of Victorian agricultural leaders. The Group is a
platform for young agri-professionals in Victoria to become
involved with the RASV and make a valuable contribution to
promoting agriculture, cultivating events and strengthening
communities. We all look forward to seeing this group succeed
now and into the future.

In what was a challenging year for everyone, I thank the
leadership, support and commitment of my fellow Directors,
each of whom provided valuable counsel throughout the year.
The RASV Board will undergo some changes in the 2021/2022
financial year with the Board electing to fill an additional three
positions and expand to the maximum 10 members.

In what was a year like no other, I congratulate our CEO,

Brad Jenkins and the wider Executive Leadership Team for
their wonderful guidance through an immensely difficult
period. Having Brad step into the CEO role at the end of

2019 was particularly fortunate as his knowledge and deep
understanding of the RASV, its people and its values has
helped the business to navigate through this challenging
time. With the outlook becoming ever brighter, the Board look
forward to working with Brad to deliver on our purpose and
vision.
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We are fortunate to have an incredibly passionate and
supportive community involved in the RASV. I particularly
want to acknowledge and thank our Life Councillors,
Councillors, Honorary Life members and members for their
support, involvement and encouragement.

I also want to thank and acknowledge members of our
Heritage and Competition Committees, and in particular

the Chairs of the Committees who all volunteer their time to
assist us to develop and deliver quality programs. We are most
appreciative of their passion, commitment, and involvement.

I want to take this opportunity to thank and acknowledge

the wonderful support, counsel and advice we receive from
members of our Industry Advisory Groups for our food and
beverage award programs. They provide valuable insight into
the latest industry trends and advice on how we can advance
our award programs and provide even greater value to
exhibitors and their sectors.

We highly value and greatly appreciate members of our
industry advisory groups volunteering their time to assist
us to maximise the appeal and success of the Food and
Beverage Awards.

I thank fellow Directors on the Unincorporated Joint Venture
Board (a 50:50 joint venture between the RASV and the State
Government of Victoria), led by Chair Karen Janiszewski for
their support and interest in continuing to improve Melbourne
Showgrounds as Melbourne’s largest and most versatile
indoor/outdoor venue.



In a year like no other, I thank the RASV members for their
wonderful support. Despite the Royal Melbourne Show

cancellation, many of our members elected to continue their
membership as per normal in 2020/21. As a membership
organisation with a long and rich history, our members share
a special connection with the RASV and the Royal Melbourne
Show and on behalf of the Board I thank you all for your
continuing support.

Please be assured that we are committed to enhancing the
membership offering, delivering greater value and continually
seeking new ways to reward member loyalty throughout 2021
and beyond.

The RASV has once again withstood one of the greatest
challenges in its 173 years and we look now towards a positive
future. With the finalisation of the vision for Melbourne
Showgrounds, three new Board members commencing in

the 2021/22 financial year and a wonderful team of staff and
volunteers, the RASV future is bright and I look forward to
sharing the journey with you all.

i e

Matt Coleman,
President & Chairman



CEO’S
MESSAGE

Our 2020-21 financial year was a year like no other, even
for an organisation like the RASV that was established
in 1848. As a business that typically generates 90% of its
income from holding and hosting events, the COVID-19
pandemic had a profound impact on the RASV and in
particular our revenue streams throughout 2020-21.

Despite being remarkably challenging, we successfully
managed to navigate our way through the unprecedented
COVID-19 pandemic and continue to deliver programs and
initiatives that promote and celebrate agriculture, cultivate
events and strengthen communities.

The Victorian and Federal Governments provided significant
support to the RASV and due to this support, the overall
financial position of the business improved significantly
towards the end of our financial year, 31 March 2021.

One of the most difficult decisions of the year was the
decision to cancel the 2020 Royal Melbourne Show, due
to COVID -19. Although disappointed, the overwhelming
response from the exhibitors and the wider Victorian
community was understanding, supportive and largely
expected.

The Royal Melbourne Show is a much-loved event and whilst
Victorians were unable to attend the event in 2020, the RASV
created and delivered a program of digital and social media
content from 19-29 September to ‘keep the spirit alive’ and
maintain awareness, interest and engagement in the Royal
Melbourne Show.

Celebrating the Show online was extremely popular
particularly the fabulous interviews that celebrated and
acknowledged some of our members, exhibitors, volunteers
sponsors and patrons who help bring the Show to life each
year.

With challenges come opportunities. The cancellation of the
2020 Royal Melbourne Show did provide us with a valuable
time and the opportunity to review, reimagine and reset

our business operations and our events. The challenges of
COVID also inspired great innovation to enable us to continue
delivering programs and initiatives.
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Brad Jenkins
RASV CEO

In a new initiative for 2020, the RASV proudly presented the
inaugural “Hoof and Hook” competition as a replacement for
the annual Royal Melbourne Show Beef Carcase Competition,
to provide agricultural schools and tertiary institutions, along
with beef cattle breeders, the opportunity to exhibit their
cattle.

The response from the cattle community was very positive,
with 137 entries received from all over rural and regional
Victoria and NSW. In a year that has caused immense
disruption to many, especially to the many schools and
colleges involved in the competition, it is wonderful to provide
a platform to promote and celebrate excellence in agriculture.

The “Hoof ” part of the competition was held in the regional
Victorian town of Yea on Saturday 26 September at the Yea
Saleyards. With COVID travel restrictions in place throughout
Victoria and New South Wales at the time of the competition,
the RASV livestreamed the judging from Yea Saleyards to
enable exhibitors to watch the action and hear the results.

Congratulations to Wagga Wagga Christian College for
winning the prestigious Grand Champion Carcase with their
Speckle Park x Angus x Hereford steer, bred by Tim Weller
and for also winning the Bott-Burston Perpetual Trophy for the
Most Successful School or College Exhibitor. The Australian
Shorthorn team of three purebred steers was the winner of the
prestigious Borthwick Trophy.

The “Hoof and Hook” Competition was made possible due
to the incredible work and commitment of our Beef Cattle
Committee who volunteered their time to make the event a
success. In addition to the Beef Cattle Committee, the RASV
is most grateful to Mr Geordie Elliot for judging and the
Murrindindi Shire Council for providing the outstanding Yea
Saleyards facility along with all the sponsors, exhibitors and
volunteers involved in the competition. Thank you also to
RASV Directors Noelene King OAM and Jason Ronald OAM
for being at Yea to support the competition.



The RASV Emerging Leadership Scholarship, eligible to
all Marcus Oldham College Agribusiness students in farm

management, agribusiness and equine studies, was awarded to
Elizabeth Kelly from Caramut, Victoria. In November, we were
delighted to have Elizabeth join the organisation on a two-
week graduate placement program.

The judging and the trophy presentation for the Australian
Distilled Spirits Awards (ADSA) were both held online for the
first time in November 2020.

The growth in entries for the ADSA is extraordinary. The
RASV received 619 entries, an increase of 80% on 2019 and up
from 115 when they were first held in 2015.

RASV Board Directors Matt Coleman (President), Jason
Ronald OAM, Darrin Grimsey and Rob Millar along with Head
Judge Seb Costello were onsite in the Encore Virtual Studio at
Melbourne Showgrounds to announce the award winners. The
Victorian Treasurer, Tim Pallas and the former Minister for
Agriculture Jaclyn Symes provided recorded video messages
to announce the winners of the Champion Victorian Distiller
and Champion Victorian Gin respectively.

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 restrictions the RASV was
unable to conduct the Australian International Beer Awards,
Australian Food Awards, Australian International Coffee
Awards or the Royal Melbourne Wine Awards.

A key piece of work completed throughout 2020 was the
development of a vision for Melbourne Showgrounds that will
shape Our Showgrounds, Our Future.

The vision for Melbourne Showgrounds is designed to ensure
the much-loved precinct can best serve the needs of Victorians
now and for generations to come and in particular, maximise
its potential as a centre for agriculture, events, exhibitions, and
wider community use.

The interest and enthusiasm for the vision was greatly
appreciated with the various stakeholders and local
community providing valuable feedback and comments that
influenced the development of the vision. The vision identifies
some proposed early works and priority projects that will
assist Melbourne Showgrounds to provide even greater value
to Victoria’s economy.

Despite not being able to hold events at the venue the value
of Melbourne Showgrounds as Victoria’s largest and most
versatile indoor-outdoor venue was evident throughout the
year, with a range of new activations on-site.

Most notably the Department of Health and Human Services
(DHHS) with the support of the RASV, established a COVID-19
Testing Site at Melbourne Showgrounds in June 2020. Since
opening, the COVID-19 testing site has been credited as one of
the best testing sites in Australia.

In addition, for a short period of time in July, St John
Ambulance Australia and Royal Melbourne Hospital set up a
30-bed Urgent Care Centre (UCC) in Building 10, Agricultural
Hall. Fortunately, the facility offering triage and treatment of
patients was not needed and closed after 7 days.



CEO’S
MESSAGE

(continued)

The presence of film and television crews onsite has continued
to grow with the filming of Australian Ninja Warrior in March,
Lego Masters in October and MasterChef Australia all filmed
onsite this year.

During the year, a Virtual Studio was established at Melbourne
Showgrounds by our AV partner Encore Event Technologies.
This space, located inside Victoria Pavilion, is ideal for live
streaming of events, recording presentations, internal video
messages, online awards nights, AGMs, educational webinars
and much more.

Whilst staging events with large crowds was not possible
during 2020, we were able to have a Disney Drive-In Cinema
during December 2020 and due to its popularity it returned
again in March 2021.

After an extensive tender process during 2020, the RASV
engaged Moonee Valley Racing Club’s (MVRC) catering
group, Dean & McPherson to deliver an all-new food and
beverage offering at Melbourne Showgrounds.

The partnership with MVRC’s Dean & McPherson involves all
catering at Melbourne Showgrounds, including functions in
the Victoria Pavilion, and during Victoria’s largest and most
iconic annual community event, the Royal Melbourne Show.
MVRC is committed to making a significant investment into
maximising the appeal and success of the food and beverage
offering at Melbourne Showgrounds.

Like us, event organisers that use Melbourne Showgrounds
endured a challenging year as they were also unable to hold
their events during 2020. I thank all our venue clients for their
cooperation and for working with us to find alternative dates.
We look forward to continuing to work with all our venue
clients to maximise the appeal and success of their events,
exhibitions, trade shows and functions in the future.

Our achievements in 2020/21 would not have been possible
without the incredible commitment, support and passion of
all involved and associated with the RASV including but not
limited to our members, exhibitors, sponsors and volunteers.

The financial support from membership was more vital than
ever this year, and I thank those of you who were financial
members in 2020 despite the cancellation of the Royal
Melbourne Show. Your ongoing support as a member is highly
valued and very much appreciated and it greatly assisted the
RASV continue to successfully celebrate agriculture, cultivate
events and strengthen communities.
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I thank and acknowledge members of our Competitions
and Heritage Committees along with our Industry Advisory
Groups who volunteer their time to assist us to develop and
deliver quality programs and provide us with wonderful
support, counsel and advice.

Thank you to the RASV Board of Directors. I am most grateful
to the Directors for the significant amount of time they devote
to the RASV and in particular the tremendous support and
counsel they have provided to help navigate our way through
the unprecedented challenges of the past 12 months.

We have a wonderful team of staff at the RASV. I thank

the Executive Leadership team and all the staff for their
enthusiasm to innovate and deliver successful programs

and outcomes despite all the challenges and uncertainty
during 2020. COVID restrictions meant that for long periods
throughout 2020 staff were required to work from home and
be on reduced hours of paid renumeration. I am exceptionally
proud of the outcomes staff achieved under these
extraordinary circumstances and grateful for their incredible
support, commitment and engagement throughout this period.

We continue to live in extraordinary and uncertain times,
however we have a highly experienced and dedicated Board,
Executive Leadership team and staff who are committed to
ensuring the RASV continues to grow and prosper. Together
with your ongoing support, we will continue to successfully
deliver on the purpose of the RASV to promote and celebrate
agriculture, cultivate events and strengthen communities.

/e

/

Brad Jenkins
Chief Executive Officer
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Reserve Champion
SCHOOL & COLILEGE LED STEER OR HEIFER

RASV 2020 RASV HOOF & HOOK COMPETITION

Reserve Champion
DOMESTIC LED STEER OR HEIFER

OCTOBER 2020
Australian Shorthorn team of three purebred
steers win the prestigious Borthwick Trophy
at the RASV Hoof & Hook Competition Trophy




NOVEMBER 2020
Never Never Distilling Co. from McLaren Vale,
South Australia, named as the Champion
Australian Distiller at the 2020 Australian
Distilled Spirits Awards

DECEMBER 2020
446 feedback submissions received
during the Melbourne Showgrounds
master plan community consultation




CELEBRATING
THE SHOW ONLINE

One of the most difficult decisions during the
2020/21 financial year was the decision to cancel
the 2020 Royal Melbourne Show, due to the

COVID -19 pandemic.

Despite the huge disappointment of
the 2020 Royal Melbourne Show being
cancelled, RASV members, exhibitors,
sponsors and the wider Victorian
community were very understanding
and supportive.

The Royal Melbourne Show is a much-
loved iconic event and whilst Victorians
were unable to attend in 2020, some
outstanding content was produced and
shared on the Royal Melbourne Show
social and digital platforms to keep the
spirit of the Show alive.

A key part of Celebrating the Show
Online was devoted to celebrating and
acknowledging some of our members,
exhibitors and volunteers who help
bring the Show to life each year.

Well known regional showring
announcer, Lyndsey Douglas, was
the Celebrating the Show Online
Ambassador and over the 11 days,
interviewed around 30 competitors,
exhibitors and Show fans - with
thousands of daily viewers.
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Accompanying the online videos was
a series of podcast interviews hosted
by Oli Le Lievre from Humans of
Agriculture. Oli interviewed six Royal
Melbourne Show personalities about
their experiences in agriculture and of
course, competing and volunteering at
the Royal Melbourne Show. Interviewees
included Jason Ronald OAM, Doug
and Lorelle Deppeler, Aimee Bolton,
Ray and Dion Brook, Ed Gannon and
Dr Jo Newton OAM.

Throughout the celebration, the RASV
received many recorded messages

of support, including from RASV
patron, The Governor of Victoria

the Honourable Linda Dessau AC,
Melbourne Lord Mayor Sally Capp,
State President of CWA Marion Dewar,
3AW'’s David Mann AM and 9News
personalities Peter Hitchener,

Livinia Nixon and Alicia Loxley,

along with LightFM’s radio presenters
Lucy and Kel.

The response to Celebrating the Show
Online was extremely positive.
The RASV received:

+ More than 100,000 visits to the
Royal Melbourne Show website over
the 11 days.

« More than 50,000 video views on our
Facebook page

« Fabulous support from the media with
excellent coverage on TV, press, radio
and online.

Royal Melbourne Show sponsors and
supporters contributed to the success

of the online celebration by sponsoring
segments and providing generous prizes
that were used in product giveaways for
the Show community.

RASV acknowledges and appreciates
the support of the following sponsors:

SPONSORS AND PARTNERS

Black Hawk

Brighter

Coffex Coffee Roasters

Nutrien Ag Solutions
RACV

Spotlight

Thomas Cook
Tuffrock

VicForests

Woolworths

Union Road Traders
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AUSTRALIAN DISTILLED
SPIRITS AWARDS

For the first time in 2020, the judging and the trophy
presentation for the Australian Distilled Spirits
Awards (ADSA) were both held online to recognise
and reward excellence in Australia’s burgeoning
spirits and liqueurs industry.

Head Judge, Sebastian (Seb) Costello
led the largest judging team ever
assembled for the Awards, with

41 industry experts assessing the

619 products received from

162 exhibitors.

Due to the ongoing COVID-19
restrictions, this new online judging
initiative was conducted on Tuesday
13 and Wednesday 14 October, with
trophy judging occurring on Monday
26 October.

This innovation prioritised the health
and safety of the judges and maximised
the involvement of interstate judges,
with the panel awarding a record 51
gold, 204 silver and 204 bronze medals.

The Awards presentation was produced
and broadcast online on Thursday 12
November from the virtual studio at
Melbourne Showgrounds.

RASYV Directors Matt Coleman, Jason
Ronald OAM, Darrin Grimsey and Rob
Millar joined CEO Brad Jenkins and Seb
Costello onsite in the Victoria Pavilion
virtual studio to announce the award
winners. The Victorian Treasurer,

Mr Tim Pallas and former Minister for
Agriculture and Regional Development,
Ms Jaclyn Symes provided recorded
video messages to announce the
winners of the Champion Victorian
Distiller and Champion Victorian Gin
respectively.

14 trophies were awarded with Never
Never Distilling Co. from McLaren Vale,
South Australia named as the Champion
Australian Distiller.
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In addition to taking out the major
award, Never Never Distilling Co. also
claimed the Champion Alternative Spirit
and Champion Gin trophies, whilst their
fellow Adelaide Hills Distillery took out
Champion Aromatic with their Bitter
Orange and Angove/St Agnes Distillery
were awarded Champion Brandy for
their St Agnes XO 15yo.

Victorian distillers had the opportunity
to vie for the new trophies of Champion
Victorian Gin, awarded to Ballarat

based Kilderkin Distillery’s Larrikin Gin
Buccaneer and the Champion Victorian
Distiller was awarded to Yackandandah’s
Dandah Distillery.

Other Victorian winners included
Melbourne-based Brogan's Way
Distillery, who took out both Champion
Small Batch Spirit and Champion
Vodka with their Batch Zero Vodka, and
Dandah Distillery, awarded Champion
Micro Batch Spirit for their Yack Creek
Distillery Blackstrap Rum 002.

For the second year in a row the
Raymond B ‘Spike’ Dessert III Trophy
for Champion Rum, named in honour
of the pioneering Australian distiller
in 2019, went to Spike’s own Hoochery
Distillery in Western Australia for the
Ord River Rum Overproof.

The growth in entries for the

Australian Distilled Spirits Awards

was extraordinary. The 2020 Awards
received 619 entries, an increase of 80%
on 2019 and up from 115 when they were
first held in 2015.

KEY STATISTICS

- Total Victorian exhibitors: 51

. Total exhibits: 619

+ Total Victorian exhibits: 190

+ Largest category: Gin with 328 entries
« 26% revenue increase

« 51 gold, 204 silver and 204 bronze
medals were awarded

+ 14 trophies were awarded, including
two new ones to recognise Victorian
distillers, Champion Victorian Distiller
and Champion Victorian Gin.

RASV acknowledges and appreciates
the support of the following sponsors:

SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

Dan Murphy’s

Plumm

Cryermalt

Plasdene Glass Pak

Bintani Australia

Fermentis

Joe White Maltings

Australian Distillers Association
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ADVANCING
AGRICULTURE

A new initiative in 2020 was the RASV

“Hoof and Hook” competition. The inaugural
RASV “Hoof and Hook” competition was created
in replacement of the annual Royal Melbourne
Show Beef Carcase Competition at Melbourne

Showgrounds.

The RASV was delighted to provide agricultural schools
and tertiary institutions, along with beef cattle breeders,
the opportunity to continue preparing their livestock and
importantly for students to complete their curriculum
obligations, despite the cancellation of the 2020 Royal
Melbourne Show and subsequently the Beef Carcase
Competition due to COVID-19 pandemic.

The response from the cattle community was very positive,
with 137 entries received from 35 exhibitors from all over
rural and regional Victoria and NSW including 11 agricultural
schools and tertiary institutions.

The “hoof” component of the competition was held in the
regional Victorian town of Yea on Saturday 26 September at
the Yea Saleyard and was supported by the Murrindindi Shire
Council and the committee of the Yea Saleyards.

RASV Directors Noelene King OAM and Jason Ronald OAM
attended the judging in Yea and assisted the Beef Cattle
Committee in delivering this successful event.

With COVID travel restrictions in place throughout Victoria
and New South Wales at the time of the competition, the
RASV livestreamed the judging from Yea Saleyards to enable
exhibitors to watch the action and hear the results.

Long term Royal Melbourne Show exhibitor, Mr Geordie Elliot,
officiated the judging of the hoof component with experienced
showring announcer, Mr Alistair Brook completing the role

of MC.

The Australian Shorthorn team of three purebred steers won
the prestigious Borthwick Trophy. Widely recognised as

the most prestigious interbreed steer and carcase award in
Australia, the Borthwick Trophy is a competition between
teams of three purebred steers.

The winning Australian Shorthorn team comprised two
exhibits from Meadow Vale Australian Shorthorns and
one from Rutherglen High School, bred by Spencer Family
Shorthorns.
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Wagga Wagga Christian College took out the prestigious
Grand Champion Carcase with their Speckle Park x Angus x
Hereford steer, bred by Tim Weller, and later took home the
Bott-Burston Perpetual Trophy for the Most Successful School
or College Exhibitor.

Amongst the other exhibitors to take home the top honours in
the carcase presentation were Lochclyde Pastoral Company
winning the Nutrien Ag Solutions Steer Bonanza and

Yanco Agricultural High School for winning the Melbourne
Polytechnic Trophy, awarded to the highest scoring school or
college exhibit based on carcase judging results.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The “Hoof and Hook” competition was made possible due to
the incredible work and commitment of the:
« RASV Beef Cattle Committee who volunteered their time to
make the event a success;
+ Judge, Geordie Elliot & MC, Alistair Brook;
« the Murrindindi Shire Council for providing the outstanding
Yea Saleyards facility;
+ Yea Saleyards Committee of Management; and
+ Sponsors
. ABS
« Aesculap
« Agri-Gene
« Bickley’s Transport
+ Clipex
+ Hanging Rock Winery & Vineyard
+ Leader Products
+ Limitless Show Supplies
+ McLardy McShane Insurance & Financial Services
+ Nutrien Ag Solutions
« Paton Livestock Equipment
+ Mulcahy Nelson Livestock
+ Murrindindi Shire Council
« The Cattle Shop

+ Spencer Family



HOOK AWARDS

Champion Domestic Carcase
Exhibit 134, Wagga Wagga Christian College:
(SPXAA/HH), Bred By: Tim Weller, 6 Nov 2019

Champion Heavy Domestic Carcase
Exhibit 129, Wagga Wagga Christian College:
(SPXLL), Bred By: Tim Weller, 12 Sep 2019

Champion Export Carcase
Exhibit 136, Yanco Agricultural High School:
(LL), 3 Jun 2019, Sire: Ruby Park Lieutenant, Dam: Yanco J19

Grand Champion Carcase
Exhibit 134, Wagga Wagga Christian College:
(SPXAA/HH), Bred By: Tim Weller, 6 Nov 2019

HOOF AWARDS

Champion Domestic Steer or Heifer
Exhibit 134, Wagga Wagga Christian College:
(SPXAA/HH), Bred By: Tim Weller, 6 Nov 2019

Champion Heavy Domestic Steer or Heifer
Exhibit 129, Wagga Wagga Christian College:
(SPXLL), Bred By: Tim Weller, 12 Sep 2019

Champion Export Steer or Heifer
Exhibit 4, Billabong High School:
(LL), Bred By: Mrs Margaret Pierce, 9 Sep 2019

Grand Champion Steer or Heifer
Exhibit 4, Billabong High School:
(LL), Bred By: Mrs Margaret Pierce, 9 Sep 2019

Champion Schools Hoof Steer or Heifer
Exhibit 4, Billabong High School:
(LL), Bred By: Mrs Margaret Pierce, 9 Sep 2019

Nutrien Ag Solutions Steer Bonanza First Place
Exhibit 66, Lochclyde Pastoral Company: (MG),
85.54 points

Marcus Oldham College Trophy
Exhibit 134, Wagga Wagga Christian College:
(SPXAA/HH), Bred By: Tim Weller, 6 Nov 2019

Melbourne Polytechnic Trophy
Exhibit 136, Yanco Agricultural High School:
(LL), 3 Jun 2019, Sire: Ruby Park Lieutenant, Dam: Yanco J19

Bott-Burston Perpetual Trophy
Wagga Wagga Christian College, 33 points

Borthwick Trophy

Awarded to Australian Shorthorns, exhibits 84 and 85 bred
and exhibited by Meadow Vale Australians Shorthorns, and
exhibit 106 bred by Spencer Family Shorthorns and exhibited
by Rutherglen High School

Agricultural Graduate Placement

The RASV Emerging Leadership Scholarship, eligible to

all Marcus Oldham College Agribusiness students in farm
management, agribusiness and equine studies, was awarded
to Elizabeth Kelly from Caramut, Victoria. In November, the
RASV were delighted to have Elizabeth join the organisation
on a two-week graduate placement program.

Preserving Agricultural Heritage

During the year, the RASV was the recipient of the Public
Record Office of Victoria’s Local History Grant Program.

The funds will go towards a digitisation project that will
preserve the records of one of Victoria’s most meticulous and
talented rural photographers, Frank Johnston.



MELBOURNE
SHOWGROUNDS

The value and importance of the Melbourne
Showgrounds was evident during the 2020/21
financial year with a range of activations on-site for

the benefit of the Victorian community.

As Victoria’s largest and most flexible indoor/ outdoor
venue, Melbourne Showgrounds played a valuable
community service role as a site for the Victorian State
Government and relevant health authorities to effectively
and efficiently manage COVID-19 pandemic outbreaks.

Most notably the Department of Health and Human Services
(DHHS) with the support of the RASYV, established a COVID-19
Testing Site at Melbourne Showgrounds in June 2020. Since
opening, the COVID-19 Testing Site has been credited as one
of the best testing sites in Australia with more than 80,000
COVID tests conducted to 31 March 2021. The convenient
vehicle drive-through testing site remained operational all
year and provided the community with safe and convenient
testing facilities.

For a short period of time in July 2020, St John Ambulance
Australia and Royal Melbourne Hospital set up a 30-bed
Urgent Care Centre (UCC) in Building 10, Agricultural Hall.
Fortunately, the facility offering triage and treatment of
patients was not needed and closed after 7 days.

The COVID-19 pandemic had a profound impact on the
traditional core business at Melbourne Showgrounds with
events and exhibitions not being able to held for large parts
of the year. In addition to the cancellation of the 2020 Royal
Melbourne Show, minimal events and exhibitions were able to
be held at Melbourne Showgrounds due to the restrictions on
mass gatherings, resulting in a 90% reduction in revenue from
core business.
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Film production was able to continue throughout 2020/21 and
the presence of film and television crews onsite continued to
grow with the filming of Australian Ninja Warrior in March,
Lego Masters in October and MasterChef Australia all filmed
onsite this year.

Whilst staging events with large crowds was not possible
during 2020, one exciting new activation was a drive-in
cinema featuring Disney movies that operated at Melbourne
Showgrounds during December 2020 and due to its popularity
returned again in March 2021.

The venue was also used as the vote counting centre for the
Victorian Local Government elections in October 2020 and in
early January, the Melbourne Wedding & Bride Summer Bridal
Expo was the first and only exhibition held at Melbourne
Showgrounds during 2020/2021.

The COVID-19 restrictions on events and exhibitions did
provide the opportunity for the RASV to invest in future
improvements to Melbourne Showgrounds operations.

The restricted visitor access provided an opportunity to
commence further upgrades to the Victoria Pavilion. Encore
Event Solutions, the audio-visual partner at Melbourne
Showgrounds, installed new equipment including projectors,
large screens, an upgraded PA system and bespoke lighting.
This highly flexible arrangement will elevate the Victoria
Pavilion as one of Melbourne’s most impressive function
venues that can cater for 1,300 guests banquet style.



The COVID-19 pandemic created interest and demand for
virtual events and exhibitions. To meet this growing interest a

Virtual Studio was established at Melbourne Showgrounds by
Encore Event Technologies. This space, located inside Victoria
Pavilion, provides clients with a viable option to live stream
events, record and broadcast presentations, produce internal
video messages, online awards nights, AGMs, educational
webinars and much more.

After an extensive tender process during 2020, the RASV
engaged Moonee Valley Racing Club’s (MVRC) catering
group, Dean & McPherson to deliver an all-new food and
beverage offering at Melbourne Showgrounds.

The partnership with MVRC’s Dean & McPherson involves all
catering at Melbourne Showgrounds, including functions in
the Victoria Pavilion, and during Victoria’s largest and most
iconic annual community event, the Royal Melbourne Show.
MVRC is committed to making a significant investment into
maximising the appeal and success of the food and beverage
offering at Melbourne Showgrounds.

A key piece of work completed throughout 2020/21 was the
preparation of a master plan and supporting business case to
shape Our Showgrounds, Our Future.

The vision for Melbourne Showgrounds was developed

to ensure the much-loved site can best serve the needs of
Victorians now and for generations to come and in particular,
maximise its potential as a centre for agriculture, events,
exhibitions, and wider community use.

After 18 months of planning, this year RASV completed the
draft master plan for Melbourne Showgrounds to shape
Our Showgrounds, Our Future. The Andrews Labor
Government announced in late 2019, the provision of

$1.5 million to ensure the much-loved precinct can best
serve the needs of Victorians now and for generations

to come.

The Master Plan and Business Case sets out a long-term
vision to:

« transform Melbourne Showgrounds into a Centre of
Excellence for Victoria’s agriculture, food and beverage
sectors;

« enhance the Showgrounds’ historical role as the bridge
between regional and metropolitan Victoria; and

- provide a platform for thousands of producers to showcase
their quality produce to businesses and consumers alike.

Now complete, the Our Showgrounds, Our Future plan provides
a vision for how the site can be improved to maximise its
potential as a centre for agriculture, events, exhibitions and
wider community use.

The creation of the vision involved extensive community
consultation, including with Royal Melbourne Show visitors
and participants, residents and the wider community, who
contributed their stories, photos, or videos of their favourite
Melbourne Showgrounds memories and ideas for what
Melbourne Showgrounds could become.
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2020/2021
SUMMARY OF AWARDS

2020 Australian Distilled Spirits Awards

AWARD EXHIBIT EXHIBITOR

Champion Australian Distiller Never Never Distilling Co., McLaren Vale, SA
presented by Joe White Maltings

Champion Victorian Distiller Dandah Distillery, Yackandandah, VIC
presented by the Treasurer of Victoria

Champion Small Batch Spirt Batch Zero Vodka Brogan’s Way Distillery, Richmond, VIC

presented by Bintani

Champion Micro Batch Spirit
sponsored by Plumm

Yack Creek Distillery, Blackstrap Rum 002

Dandah Distillery, Yackandandah, VIC

Raymond B ‘Spike’ Dessert III Trophy
for Champion Rum

Ord River Run Overproof

Hoochery Distillery, Kununurra, WA

Champion Gin presented by Fermentis

Southern Strength Gin

Never Never Distilling Co., McLaren Vale, SA

Champion Victorian Gin
presented by the Minister for Agriculture,
Resources and Regional Development

Larrikin Gin Buccaneer

Kilderkin Distillery, Ballarat, VIC

Champion Whisky Rye Malt Whisky Archie Rose Distilling Co, Rosebery, NSW
presented by Cryer Malt
Champion Vodka Batch Zero Vodka Brogan’s Way Distillery, Richmond, VIC

presented by Plasdene Glass-Pak

Champion Liqueur

Moreau Apple Pie

Mobius Distilling Company, Sydney, NSW

Champion Brandy

St Agnes XO 15 yo

Angove/St Agnes Distillery, Renmark, SA

Champion Aromatic

Bitter Orange

Adelaide Hills Distillery, Adelaide Hills, SA

Champion Alternative Spirit

Stockholm Syndrome Aquavit

Never Never Distilling Co., McLaren Vale, SA
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AWARD

EXHIBIT

EXHIBITOR

Champion Domestic Carcase

Exhibit 134, (SPXAA/HH)
Bred by Tim Weller

Wagga Wagga Christian College,
Wagga Wagga, NSW

Champion Heavy Domestic Carcase

Exhibit 129, (SPXLL),
Bred by Tim Weller

Wagga Wagga Christian College,
Wagga Wagga, NSW

Champion Export Carcase

Exhibit 136, (LL), 3 Jun 2019, Sire: Ruby
Park Lieutenant, Dam Yanco J19

Yanco Agriculture High School, NSW

Grand Champion Carcase

Exhibit 4, (LL),
Bred by Mrs Margaret Pierce

Billabong High School, Culcairn, NSW

Champion Domestic Steer or Heifer

Exhibit 134, (SPXAA/HH)
Bred by Tim Weller

Wagga Wagga Christian College,
Wagga Wagga, NSW

Champion Heavy Domestic Steer or Heifer

Exhibit 129, (SPXLL),
Bred by Tim Weller

Wagga Wagga Christian College,
Wagga Wagga, NSW

Champion Export Steer or Heifer

Exhibit 4, (LL),
Bred by Mrs Margaret Pierce

Billabong High School, Culcairn, NSW

Grand Champion Steer or Heifer

Exhibit 4, (LL),
Bred by Mrs Margaret Pierce

Billabong High School, Culcairn, NSW

Champion Schools Hoof Steer or Heifer

Exhibit 4, (LL),
Bred by Mrs Margaret Pierce

Billabong High School, Culcairn, NSW

Nutrien Ag Solutions Steer Bonanza First Place

Exhibit 66, (MG), 85.54 points

Lochclyde Pastoral Company,
Russell’s Bridge, VIC

Marcus Oldham College Trophy

Exhibit 134, (SPXAA/HH)
Bred by Tim Weller

Wagga Wagga Christian College,
Wagga Wagga, NSW

Melbourne Polytechnic Trophy

Exhibit 136, (LL), 3 Jun 2019, Sire: Ruby
Park Lieutenant, Dam: Yanco J19

Yanco Agricultural High School, Yanco, NSW

Bott-Burston Perpetual Trophy

Wagga Wagga Christian College, 33 points

Wagga Wagga Christian College,
Wagga Wagga, NSW

Borthwick Trophy

Australian Shorthorns, exhibits 84 and
85 bred and exhibited by Meadow Vale
Australians Shorthorns, and exhibit 106
bred by Spencer Family Shorthorns and
exhibited by Rutherglen High School

Australian Shorthorns







RASV STAFF

The RASV Board thanks and acknowledges the
Executive Leadership team and all the staff for their
contribution during 2020/21 year and in particular

the outcomes achieved despite all the challenges of
the COVID pandemic.

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM

Darryl Ferris
Executive Manager
Finance & Corporate
Services

Brad Jenkins

Chief Executive
_‘ “r Officer

Hannah von Bibra Jacqui deKievit
Executive Manager Executive Manager
Venue & Commercial Strategy & Stakeholder
Operations Engagement

Dianne Silvestro
Executive Manager
People & Culture

Karen Vassallo
Executive Manager
Marketing & Events

STAFF

Adam Briggs Catherine Shelley Jon Rowbotham Olivia Belvedere
Adriano Muscara Cathy Lombardo Jon Smith Oskar Long
Aleena Glentis Chris Michaelides Joseph Cavasinni Rachael Sultana
Aleksandra Arandelovic Craig Jurgens Justin Collins Rebekah Micallef

Andrew Toms

Damian Nieuwesteeg

Kaari Rowell

Robyn Stammers

Andrew Badge Danielle Wright Katherine Harris Sarah Perren
Andrew Dunlop Danielle Burnett Kirsten Stubbings Sarah Wooldrage
Andy Vo Frances Dimech Liam Sutherland Sarah Clarence
Angela Bailey Glenn Smith Marelize Agius Stephanie Cauchi
Angelica Inserra Glenn Goodwin Mark McNamara Stephanie Lalor

Anthony Bongiovanni

Grant Coverdale

Melissa Jacobs

Steven Taylor

Ashley Wallace Irene Swensen Michael Katoa Sue Gullick
Ashley Lamers Jacinta Moran Michelle Bradbury Teneal Wellings
Bedaa Ayw James Gilham Nicholas Macolino Theofilos Kolettis
Brooke Doherty Jemma Croft Nicole Blandthorn Tim McColl
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RASV VOLUNTEERS

The RASV thanks and acknowledges members of our
Heritage and Show Competition Committees.

It would not be possible for the RASV to develop and deliver successful agricultural
and Show competitions and displays without the support of our Heritage and
Competitions Committees. The RASV is most appreciative of their passion,
commitment and involvement and most grateful for their industry expertise,

time and effort throughout the year.

ALPACA

« Rochelle Veitch, Chair

+ Madelayne (Maddy) Bissels

« John Harris (retired 2020/21)
« Lynda Holdsworth

+ Louise Lazarus

« Jonathon Provis-Vincent

ART, CRAFT & COOKERY

+ Susan Campbell-Wright, Chair
+ Leanne Compton

« Christina Despoteris-Sheppard
« Merrilyn Laws

» Pam Mawson

+ Malcolm Sanders

« Katrina Wheaton Penniall

BEEF CATTLE

« David Bolton, Chair
+ Noeleen Branson

+ Sam Nelson

+ Duncan Newcomen
+ Cindy Smith

« Allen Snaith

« David Spencer (retired 2020/21)

+ Gary Turnham

DAIRY CATTLE

« Ricky Ferris

« Justin Johnston

+ Geoff Kirton

+ Edward Troutbeck
« Neville Wilke
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DOGS

« Andrew Burt, Chair

« Gael Wilcock, Vice Chair
+ Robert Bell

+ Clive Makepeace

+ Judith Oliver

+ Anthony Price

« Heather Tilley

+ Lois Wilkinson

FLEECE

+ Roger Wilkinson, Chair
« Paul Ferronato

» Doug Hopkins

+ Ian Shawecross

« Tim Steere

» Norm Tozer

+ Craig Trickey

+ Samantha Wan

+ Helen Wright

HERITAGE

+ Colleen Lazenby, Chair
+ Ian Bucknall

« Steve Campbell

« Elizabeth Lithgow

« Tim Morgan

- Jason Ronald OAM

« Ray Tonkin

+ Michael Tonta

HORSES IN ACTION
« Brett Hickey

+ Wayne Loughnan

+ Dean Matthews

« Elizabeth Porter

+ Melinda Ralph

+ Leanne Tarranto

POULTRY

+ Michael Holmes, Chair

« Natalie Akers

« Murray Akers

- Bill Bergin

« John Betts (retired 2020/21)

+ Noelene King OAM
(retired 2020/21)

« Megg Miller OAM
+ Neil Penny

SHEEP

+ Gavin Wall, Chair
+ Graeme Collins

« Lynette Dehnert

+ Bron Ellis

+ Tim Ferguson

+ Mathew Hill

- Jill Noble

+ Elizabeth Russell
+ Bruce Starritt

« Jessica Sutherland
(retired 2020/21)



INDUSTRY ADVISORY
GROUPS & COMMITTEES

The RASV thanks and acknowledges the wonderful
support, counsel and advice the Industry Advisory
Groups and Committees provide for our food and
beverage award programs.

The members of these industry advisory groups and committees are appointed by

the RASV Board and are specialists in their field. They provide valuable insight into
the latest industry trends and advice on how we can advance our award programs

and provide even greater value to exhibitors. The RASV highly values and greatly
appreciates the time members of our industry advisory groups and committees devote

to maximising the appeal and success of Food and Beverage Awards.

AUSTRALIAN DISTILLED SPIRIT
AWARDS INDUSTRY ADVISORY
GROUP

« Sebastian Costello
+ Stuart Gregor
« Sebastian Raeburn

+ Cameron Syme

AUSTRALIAN FOOD AWARDS
INDUSTRY ADVISORY GROUP

« Phillippa Grogran
« Anna Kelly

« Adrian Richardson
« Carol Rothschild

AUSTRALIAN INTERNATIONAL
BEER AWARDS INDUSTRY
ADVISORY GROUP

+ Craig Bowen

« Justin Fox

+ Tina Panoutsos
+ Warren Pawsey

« Billy Ryan

ROYAL MELBOURNE
WINE AWARDS COMMITTEE

« Samantha Isherwood, Chair
(appointed August 2020)

« Emma Brown

» Tom Carson

+ Mel Chester

« Matt Harrop

+ Mark O'Callaghan
« Jeni Port

AUSTRALIAN INTERNATIONAL
COFFEE AWARDS INDUSTRY
ADVISORY GROUP

+ Melissa Caia
« Adam Metelmann
« Dean Slade

« Georgia Major
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COUNCILLORS, LIFE COUNCILLORS,
LIFE MEMBERS AND HON. LIFE MEMBERS

NAME MEMBERSHIP NAME MEMBERSHIP

Robert Bell Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member Patrick Bell (dec) Honorary Life Member
Charles Bott Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member Ursuline Boran Honorary Life Member
Ian Bucknall Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member David Bourke Honorary Life Member
Barrie Crotty Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member Ern Boxhall Honorary Life Member
Neil Edwards APM Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member Brian Brennan Honorary Life Member
John Fox AM Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member Roger Bridgford Honorary Life Member
Richard Haselgrove AM Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member Bert Brown Honorary Life Member
Noelene King OAM Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member Mel Cameron Honorary Life Member
Les Latta Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member William Chambers OAM  Honorary Life Member
Barrie Laws Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member Reginald Cleland Honorary Life Member
Elizabeth Lithgow Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member James Clements Honorary Life Member
Robert Lyons Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member John Coats Honorary Life Member
Max Marriott Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member David Coutts Honorary Life Member
Geoff Phillips Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member Robert Coventry Honorary Life Member
Jack Rae OAM Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member Charlie Crabb Honorary Life Member
Jason Ronald OAM Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member Kenneth Curnow Honorary Life Member
Stephen Shelmerdine AM  Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member Mary De Crespigny (dec) Honorary Life Member
Stephen Spargo AM Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member Guill De Pury Honorary Life Member
Bruce Starritt Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member John Douglas Honorary Life Member
Ian Starritt Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member John Dugdale Honorary Life Member
Frank Stephens Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member Joan Edwards Honorary Life Member
Keith Urquhart Life Councillor/Honorary Life Member Colleen Egan Honorary Life Member
Jane Allen Councillor/Member Hugh C Ennis Honorary Life Member
Dr Richard Cust Councillor/Member Stan Fear Honorary Life Member
Prof Lindsay Falvey Councillor/Member Keith Fitzgerald (dec) Honorary Life Member
Bruce Redpath Councillor/Member Stella Flower Honorary Life Member
lan Rough Councillor/Member John Gerrand Honorary Life Member
Tony Rowden Councillor/Member Diana Gibson AO Honorary Life Member
Frank Ahern Honorary Life Member Robert Gilmour Honorary Life Member
Brian Alford Honorary Life Member Ron Girling Honorary Life Member
Jean Anderson Honorary Life Member Kevin Glover (dec) Honorary Life Member
Arthur Angliss Jnr Honorary Life Member Joan Goffin Honorary Life Member
Jan Baker Honorary Life Member Leonard Goffin Honorary Life Member
Diana Bassett-Smith Honorary Life Member Gladys Grentell Honorary Life Member
Meredith Bates Honorary Life Member John Gubbins Honorary Life Member
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NAME MEMBERSHIP NAME MEMBERSHIP
Rayna Guthrie Honorary Life Member Heather Murray Honorary Life Member
Joyce Hall (dec) Honorary Life Member Anthony Nicholas Honorary Life Member
Bruce Hamblin Honorary Life Member Damian Noseda Honorary Life Member
Helen Head Honorary Life Member Peter O'Donnell Honorary Life Member
John Henry Honorary Life Member Dianne Oldfield Honorary Life Member
Laurie Hicks Honorary Life Member Vincent Palmer Honorary Life Member
Judith Hillman Honorary Life Member Henry Paterson Honorary Life Member
John Holt (dec) Honorary Life Member Banjo Patterson Honorary Life Member
David Honybun Honorary Life Member Bernice Paxman Honorary Life Member
Douglas Hopkins Honorary Life Member John Richardson Honorary Life Member
Ian Hunter Honorary Life Member Patricia Riley Honorary Life Member
Kevin Hyde Honorary Life Member Louise Robinson Honorary Life Member
Raymond Jeffrey Honorary Life Member Catherine Rogers Honorary Life Member
Ron Jensen Honorary Life Member Bill Ronald Honorary Life Member
Moya Jess Honorary Life Member Patrick Shanahan Honorary Life Member
Joy Johnson (dec) Honorary Life Member Bill Sharp Honorary Life Member
Ricky Kilburn Honorary Life Member Donald Simpson Honorary Life Member
Anthony Leatch Honorary Life Member Brian Sinclair Honorary Life Member
Leonard Le Page Honorary Life Member Julie Sorraghan Honorary Life Member
William Lobb (dec) Honorary Life Member Charlotte Stubbe Honorary Life Member
Kaye Lynn Honorary Life Member Peter Sutherland Honorary Life Member
James Mactier Honorary Life Member Jill Thomas Honorary Life Member
Ken Male Honorary Life Member John Thompson Honorary Life Member
Donald Manson Honorary Life Member John Waddell Honorary Life Member
Bob MacDonald Honorary Life Member Dr Ben Wadham Honorary Life Member
Alan MacLachlan Honorary Life Member John Walker Honorary Life Member
Michael Martin Honorary Life Member Margie Whyte Honorary Life Member
Carol Mazurek Honorary Life Member Edwin Wilkins (dec) Honorary Life Member
Don McCready Honorary Life Member Lionel Wilkinson Honorary Life Member
Audrey McLeod Honorary Life Member David Wilson Honorary Life Member
Lynn Milburn Honorary Life Member Jamie Wilson Honorary Life Member
Marcus Mooney Honorary Life Member Jennie Wilson Honorary Life Member
Tim Morgan Honorary Life Member

Elma Murphy Honorary Life Member

Ian Murphy Honorary Life Member
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Sadly, during the year, a number of members of the
RASV community passed away and our condolences
go to the family and friends of the following people.

Rob Gaylard, aged 70

Rob had a long association with the
RASV, most notably as the arena
announcer for the Horses in Action
Competition at the Royal Melbourne
Show. The RASV is grateful to Rob for
his service and contribution at the Royal
Melbourne Show for more than 20 years.

Margaret Mclver, aged 86

Margaret was Australia's first Olympic
dressage rider, competing at the 1984
Los Angeles Summer Olympic Games.
She was a familiar face at the Royal
Melbourne Show and competed for
many years, most notably on her show
jumping horse ‘Bonanza’.

Geoff Beard, Life Councillor, aged 80
and Lorraine Beard, aged 80

Geoff was a past RASV Horses in
Action Committee Chair. He and his
wife Lorraine were stalwarts of the
equestrian community.

John Holt, RASV Honorary Life
Member, aged 80

John was a long-serving RASV staff
member and a Royal Melbourne Show
Woodchop Coordinator for many years.

Geoffrey Norris, aged 94

Partner of Liz Lithgow, Geoffrey was a
founding and Life member of the Yarra
Glen & Lilydale Polo Club, now known
as the Yarra Valley Polo Club. He was
a true gentleman and a wonderful polo
personality.
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Sarah Clarence, RASV employee
2019-2020, aged 36

As Commercial Sales Manager, Sarah
was responsible for the acquisition and
management of all retail exhibitors at
the Royal Melbourne Show. Sarah was
highly talented and had incredible
energy and enthusiasm that made

her very popular. Sarah will be always
remembered and profoundly missed by
all at the RASV.

Jean Wilcox, aged 100

Jean was the wife of the late Vernon
Wilcox CBE QC who was a Victorian
politician from 1956-1976 and RASV
Councillor from 1963 until his death
in 2004.

Kevin Glover, aged 78

Kevin was an Honorary Life Member
who was a Mounted Marshall for many
years having stewarded in the Novelty
events from 1959, retiring in 2009

though continued to assist in the Arena.

Bruce Carroll, aged 71

Bruce volunteered for many years as
a steward at the annual judging of all
five RASV Award Programs. Bruce
was known for his warm personality,
encouraging words and provided
terrific support for those that worked
alongside him.

Kevin Collins, aged 58

Kevin was a long-term exhibitor in the
Royal Melbourne Show Horses in Action
program, competing in the Heavy Horse
section. Additionally, Kevin exhibited
Poultry in the Royal Melbourne Show
Poultry Competition.

Joy Johnson, aged 87

An Honorary Life Member of the

RASV, Joy was a supporter of the Royal
Melbourne Show Art Craft & Cookery
Competition for many years focusing
on decorated cakes. She was committed
to ensuring Exhibitors were recognised
and keen for the competition to grow.

Mary de Crespigny, aged 95

Mary has had a long involvement with
the Royal Melbourne Show. She first
competed at the age of 3 and a half in
a horse competition. Mary has been a
competitor in the Garryowen winning
the inaugural Junior Garryowen in
1940. In addition, Mary was a steward
for more than 30 years and also judged
RASV Horse Competitions.

In recognition of her service, Mary was
awarded the President’s Medal in 1998
and was inducted into the Garryowen
Hall of Fame in 2014.



RASV MEDAL
RECIPIENTS

The RASV proudly celebrates and recognises
those people that make a positive contribution
to the organisation, our events and the wider

agricultural sector.

RASV Youth Travel
Scholarship

Recognising a person aged 18-30 who
is seeking experience to further their
ambition to become an agricultural
leader. The winner of this award is
provided a $10,000 travel bursary to
undertake a study tour of agricultural
regions throughout the world.

The RASV Youth Travel Scholarship
was held over to 2021/22.

Emerging Leader in
Victorian Agriculture
Award

The Emerging Leader in Victorian
Agriculture Award recognises people
under 40 years of age who have
demonstrated leadership qualities and
contribute in their profession, or to the
wider industry and community.

The Emerging Leader in Victorian
Agriculture Award (ELVA) was held over
to 2021/22.

Honorary Life Member
Award

Honorary Life Membership recognises
distinguished service and extraordinary
contribution to the RASV.

Honorary Life Member Award was held
over to 2021/22.

Speed the Plough Medal

The Speed the Plough Medal recognises
people who have contributed to the
ongoing success and made a positive
contribution to The Royal Agricultural
Society of Victoria and the Royal
Melbourne Show.

Speed the Plough Medal was held over
to 2021/22.

RASV President’s Medal

Since 1990, the President’s Medal

has acknowledged the extraordinary
contribution of The Royal Agricultural
Society of Victoria volunteers and
exhibitors. This is an award to honour
those people who serve the RASV in an
unselfish, honorary capacity for the love
of carrying out that service.

RASYV President’s Medal was held over
to 2021/22.
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CORPORATE
GOVERNANCE

Board of Directors

The Board’s overarching objectives are to represent and

serve the interests of members, guide and monitor the
business and affairs of the RASV, and implement good
corporate governance structures consistent with relevant ASX
governance principles, specifically to:

« Provide strategic guidance and approve the
organisation’s strategic/business plans, budgets and
performance targets;

« Lay solid foundations for management and oversight;
« Structure the Board to add value;

« Promote ethical and responsible decision making;

« Safeguard integrity in financial reporting;

« Recognise and manage risk;

« Encourage enhanced performance - from economic, social
and environmental standpoints;

« Remunerate fairly and responsibly;
+ Recognise the legitimate interests of the
RASV’s stakeholders.

The Board continues to foster strong relationships with
the RASV’s joint venture partner and ensure that the
redevelopment project objectives are achieved.
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Composition

The Board comprises of a maximum of ten Directors and is
chaired by the person so elected by the Directors. The Board
requires its Directors to have a broad range of expertise and
experience, in a field which is complementary to the RASV’s
activities and strategy, or with appropriate professional
qualifications and proven ability to make meaningful
contributions to the Board’s deliberations.

Performance and Culture
Board Sub-Committee

The Performance and Culture Board Sub-Committee

is appointed by the Board of Directors and is primarily
responsible for making recommendations to the Board
regarding the selection and nomination of chairpersons and
members of:

« The Board;
« Board Committees and;

+ Industry Advisory Groups and Show Event Sub Committees.



The Audit and Risk Management Board Sub-
Committee is appointed by the Board of Directors and
may consist of Non Executive Directors and suitably
qualified independent persons.

It is charged with:

« Assisting the Board and the RASV senior management in
discharging their responsibilities for financial reporting
and in maintaining a reliable system of internal controls
covering all of the RASV’s operations and activities;

Monitoring the implementation of the RASV’s relevant
strategies, in relation to their risk management components;

Fostering the organisation’s ethical environment;

Overseeing and appraising the quality of the audits
conducted both by the internal and external auditors;

Fostering and maintaining open lines of communication
between the internal and external auditor to ensure
information exchange and coordination of activity;

Monitoring and assessing the adequacy and scope
of the RASV’s procedural, operating and accounting
controls and;

Providing an independent and objective review of
operational and financial information provided by
management to the Board. The Committee is also appointed
to oversee the implementation of performance evaluation
processes for members of the above groups.

The Master Plan Project Working Group includes up to three
RASV Directors and oversees site planning and infrastructure

investment considerations. The Project Working Group
manages the development of the current Melbourne
Showgrounds Master Plan Our Showgrounds, Our Future
and precinct development overview in conjunction with
neighbouring residents and businesses.

The RASV is politically impartial and it does not provide
donations to any political party.
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